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ABSTRACT: 

The purpose of this request is to seek the Office of Management and Budget’s (OMB) approval to renew the existing information collection request (ICR) under OMB Control Number 2105-0584, “DOT Technical Assistance PRA”, to enable the Department of Transportation’s (DOT) Office of the Secretary (OST) Build America Bureau (the Bureau) to implement the Rural and Tribal Assistance (RTA) Pilot and the Asset Concession and Innovative Finance Assistance (also known as the Innovative Finance and Asset Concession (IFAC)) grant programs. This renewal includes an adjustment to estimation and burden reduction for the respective grant programs as well as the removal of the information collection for the Thriving Communities Program (TCP). Previous OMB submissions included burden hour totals for the TCP program-related activities. This ICR was adjusted to include only burden specifically related to the RTA and IFAC grant programs.  

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.  Identify any legal or administrative requirements that necessitate the collection.

The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act (IIJA, Pub. L. 117-58) created several programs at DOT that allow local governments, non-profit organizations, tribal governments, and other political subdivisions of state or local governments to apply directly for DOT discretionary grant funding. This included the creation of RTA and IFAC which provide technical assistance to help communities explore innovative financing and project delivery methods for their projects. IIJA expanded the Bureau’s capacity to help more communities advance infrastructure projects that enhance the safety, efficiency, and quality of the country’s transportation system.   

The RTA program, Section 21205 of Pub. L. 117-58, was created to advance transportation infrastructure projects in rural and tribal communities that may not have the resources available to evaluate and develop transportation infrastructure projects. The grants can support legal, technical, and financial advisors to help advance infrastructure projects that will qualify for federal funding and financing programs for additional development activities or construction. Additionally, through the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2026 (H.R. 7148, Pub. L. 119-75) signed into law on February 3, 2026, the RTA program received $10,000,000 for additional grants to remain available until September 30, 2028. 

The IFAC program, authorized under 23 U.S.C. § 611 (enacted via Pub. L. 117-58) provides funding to facilitate and evaluate public-private partnerships in which the private sector partner could assume a greater role in project planning, development, financing, construction, maintenance, and operation, including by assisting eligible entities in entering into asset concessions.  A significant focus of IFAC is to identify existing assets that have the potential to provide additional public benefits through asset concessions. Under the program, project sponsors can procure advisors, hire employees into a public agency, or both, to administer proposed activities.

The collection of information for the RTA and IFAC programs is necessary for project sponsors to apply for and receive funding to support technical assistance and build organizational capacity in evaluating and developing transportation infrastructure projects. 

2. Indicate how, by whom, and for what purpose the information is to be used. Except for a new collection, indicate the actual use the agency has made of the information received from the current collection.

For the RTA program, applicants will submit an application in response to a Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO). The statute specifies “(t)he Secretary shall develop and make available to the public an online portal through which the Secretary may receive [grant] applications under subparagraph (A), on a rolling basis.”[footnoteRef:3]1 The application process is streamlined for this program and is estimated to require 19 hours to complete. Each applicant selected for funding must submit quarterly progress reports and Federal Financial Reports (SF-425) to monitor project progress. Progress reporting is estimated to require 4 hours per year. In addition to regular reporting, each grant recipient must submit a grant closeout report as set forth in the grant agreement to ensure accountability and financial transparency in the program. [3: 1 Section 21205(d)(2)(B) of Pub. L. 117-58.] 


As required by statute, the Bureau will publish an online report for the RTA program that includes, for each application received, entity type, location of the potential project, a brief description of the assistance requested, the date on which the application was received, and the date on which the applicant was provided the notice of approval or disapproval. 

For the IFAC program, project sponsors will make an application in response to a NOFO. Preparation of a NOFO response is estimated to require 30 hours of staff time. In addition to the standard forms and the project narrative, applicants are required to provide the information requested for the overall project and for each asset included in the project. Applicants will provide the information for the Key Information Table and the Asset Information Table through an online form. The Key Information Table contains information on the applicant, including name, location, entity type, description of existing assets, type of grant requested, application description, funding requested, and project duration. The Asset Information Table requires applicants to provide information on the existing asset(s), TIFIA-eligible project(s) being considered, the innovative project financing or delivery method being evaluated, and the proposed activity. Successful applicants must also prepare progress reports as a condition of funding. Progress reporting is estimated to require 4 hours per year.  

The Bureau may make application information for RTA and IFAC publicly available or share it within DOT or with other federal agencies, if DOT determines that sharing is relevant to the respective program's objectives.


3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological collection techniques or other forms of information technology.

DOT will collect this information via an online electronic application portal. Successful applicants submit progress reports through email. The Bureau is exploring further technology enhancements to reduce the reporting burden. 

4. Describe efforts to identify duplication. Show specifically why any similar information already available cannot be used or modified for use for the purposes described in Item 2 above.

The specific information requested is unique to the project sponsors identified in the RTA and IFAC NOFOs.

5. If the collection of information involves small businesses or other small entities, describe the methods used to minimize burden.

This information collection has been designed to minimize the burden on all respondents. For the RTA program, DOT will collect this information via an online electronic application. There is no required cost share or match for the RTA program.  

For the IFAC program, DOT will collect this information via Grants.gov. Applicants will provide the information for the Key Information Table and Asset Information Table through an online form. Cooperative agreements up to $1 million are offered at 100 percent Federal share. However, grant recipients with award amounts in excess of $1 million are offered at 50 percent Federal share (50 percent required non-Federal match) for the amount over $1 million. For example, a cooperative agreement of $2 million in Federal funds requires $1 million in non-Federal funds, supporting a $3 million effort.

6. Describe the consequence to Federal program or policy activities if the collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently, as well as any technical or legal obstacles to reducing burden.

If the collection is not conducted, project sponsors will not be able to submit an application to advance projects that will qualify for federal funding and financing programs for additional development activities or construction. DOT has reduced the burden by combining multiple years of funding into each NOFO. For example, the recent IFAC Round 2 NOFO made available funding from FYs 2024, 2025, and 2026.

7. Explain any special circumstances that would cause an information collection to be conducted in a manner inconsistent with OMB guidelines.

The collection information is consistent with OMB guidelines. This is not a statistical data collection; it is an online electronic application. This information collection does not require respondents to submit proprietary information.

8. Provide information on the PRA Federal Register Notice that solicited public comments on the information collection prior to this submission. Summarize the public comments received in response to that notice and describe the actions taken by the agency in response to those comments. Describe the efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported.

No public comments were received during the 60-day Federal Register notice period.

9. Explain any decisions to provide payments or gifts to respondents, other than remuneration of contractors or grantees.

The DOT will not provide payments or gifts.

10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.

The DOT offers no assurance of confidentiality. The information collected is available for public inspection. 

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered private.

No sensitive information is requested on the form.

12. Provide estimates of the hour burden of the collection of information.  

	Estimate of Burden Hours and Costs for Information Collected

	Program
	Respondents
	No. of Hours per Response
	Frequency One-time annually
	Total Annual Burden Hours
	Total Cost
	Wage Rate*

	IFAC Applications
	100
	30
	1
	3,000
	$384,000
	$128

	IFAC Reports
	50
	4
	1
	200
	$25,600
	$128

	RTA Applications
	700
	19
	1
	13,300
	$1,702,400
	$128

	RTA Reports
	50
	4
	1
	200
	$25,600
	$128

	Total
	
	
	
	16,700
	$2,137,600
	

	*	Based on Occupation 11-1021, BLS Occupational Employment Statistics, May 2024. See https://data.bls.gov/oes/#/industry/000000.



The cost estimate is based on the mean hourly wage rate of a General and Operations Manager.[footnoteRef:4]2 The mean hourly pay for a General and Operations Manager is $64 (rounded), multiplied by 2 to account for benefits plus other overhead costs such as rent, utilities and office equipment, for a fully loaded hourly wage of $128.  [4: 2 https://data.bls.gov/oes/#/industry/000000] 


$128 x 16,700 hours = $2,137,600

13. Provide an estimate for the total annual cost burden to respondents or record keepers resulting from the collection of information.

There are no additional costs not already included in #12.

14. Provide estimates of annualized costs to the Federal government. Also, provide a description of the method used to estimate cost, which should include quantification of hours, operational expenses (such as equipment, overhead, printing, and support staff), and any other expense that would not have been incurred without this collection of information.

The total estimated annualized cost to the Federal Government is $102,307,224. This is based on a one-time collection. DOT anticipates employees at the GS-14-6 level ($140.79 per hour including 75 percent overhead costs)[footnoteRef:5]3 will provide project management support. DOT estimates the effort will take the individual approximately 907 hours per collection for the NOFO respondents and progress reporting. Additionally, DOT receives $150,000 in contract support for the RTA and IFAC grant programs.  Support includes the review of NOFO respondents and administration for selected awardees.   [5: 3 https://www.opm.gov/policy-data-oversight/pay-leave/salaries-wages/salary-tables/pdf/2026/DCB_h.pdf ] 


Total Hours for NOFO (800 x 907): 725,600
Estimated Cost for Contract Services: $150,000
Total Cost: $140.79 x 725,600 = $102,157,224 + $150,000 = $102,307,224

15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments.

There are no program changes or adjustments.

16. For collections of information whose results will be published, outline plans for tabulation and publication. Address any complex analytical techniques that will be used. Provide the time schedule for the entire project, including beginning and ending dates of the collection of information, completion of report, publication dates, and other actions.

The information on the form is not intended to be published for statistical use. 

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the information collection, explain the reasons why display would be inappropriate.

The DOT is not seeking approval to not display the expiration date. 

18. Explain each exception to the topics of the certification statement identified in “Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions.”

There are no exceptions.
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