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[bookmark: _Toc164331084]A.  Justification

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. Identify any legal or administrative requirements that necessitate the collection. Attach a copy of the appropriate section of each statute and regulation mandating or authorizing the collection of information.

This is a request for renewal of and changes to a currently approved information collection request.  APHIS is seeking OMB to renew the approval of these information collection activities for 3 years in connection with its efforts to assure that pilots and aircraft meet contract specifications.

The Plant Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 7701 et seq.) authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture, to carry out operations or measures to detect, eradicate, suppress, control, prevent, or retard the spread of plant pests and noxious weeds that are new to or not widely distributed within the United States.  

The Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) contracts for these services, and prior to any aerial applications, requests certain information from the contractor and/or contract pilots to ensure that the work will be done according to contract specifications.  Among other things, APHIS asks to see aircraft registration, the aircraft’s airworthiness certificate, the pilot’s license, the pilot’s medical certification, the pilot’s proof of flight review, the pilot’s pesticide applicator’s license, and the aircraft and engine log books.  APHIS transfers information from these documents to PPQ Form 816, which is then signed by the APHIS official collecting the information and the contractor or contract pilot, indicating acceptance of the pilot and aircraft for the job. This information collection activity is necessary to assure that the pilot and aircraft meets contract specifications.  PPQ Form 816 is used to document this information.  

APHIS contracts for aerial application services for emergency pest outbreaks when they occur, and for the control of grasshoppers and/or Mormon crickets in the 17 western States between April and July.  After award of a contract, a Plant Protection and Quarantine (PPQ) pilot or other trained PPQ employee checks in the contract pilot and aircraft. 

This information collection activity is necessary to assure that the pilot and aircraft meets contract specifications.  The PPQ Forms 816 and 818 are used to document this information.  The purpose for signature of the Pilot/Contractor is acknowledgement and agreement to requirements.  

[bookmark: _Toc164331085]2. Indicate how, by whom, and for what purpose the information is to be used. Except for a new collection, indicate the actual use the agency has made of the information received from the current collection.

APHIS uses the following information collection activities to ensure that pilots and aircrafts meet the specifications of the contract.


Contract Pilot and Aircraft Acceptance (PPQ Form 816); (7 CFR 301, 305, 305.9, 318, and 319); (Business)
This form is used by PPQ personnel who are involved with contracts for aerial application services to document that the pilot and aircraft meet contract specifications. This form provides the inspection site, the contractor name and mailing address, and the registered aircraft owner name and information. The form also collects pilot information, aircraft information, and application systems.

SIT Pilot and Aircraft Cheek-In Sheet (PPQ Form 818); (7 CFR 301, 305, 305.9, 318, and 319); (Business)
This form is used by the Authorized Economic Operator (AEO) to gather information from the Aerial Release Contractor on Sterile Insect Technique (SIT) check in. This form provides pilot information, aircraft information, insect release equipment, deficiencies noted, deficiencies corrected, and pilot remarks to minimize the security threats to international movement of goods. 

[bookmark: _Toc164331086]3. Describe use of technological collection technique. To what extent, the collection of information involves the use of automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological collection techniques or other forms of information technology, e.g. permitting electronic submission of responses, and the basis for the decision for adopting this means of collection. Also describe any consideration of using information technology to reduce burden.

APHIS makes every effort to comply with E-Government Act, 2002 (E-Gov) and to provide for alternative submission of information collections.

The forms PPQ 816 and PPQ 818 may be downloaded from the APHIS Electronic Forms Library. 

PPQ personnel interview the pilots and complete the PPQ Form 816 with the information collected from the interview. PPQ and the pilot can complete the form electronically or print and complete by hand. The PPQ Form 816 is posted as a PDF file at: https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ppq816.pdf.

PPQ personnel interview the pilots and complete the PPQ Form 818 with the information collected from the interview. PPQ and the pilot can complete the form electronically or print and complete by hand. The PPQ Form 818 is posted as a PDF file at: https://www.aphis.usda.gov/sites/default/files/ppq818.pdf.

ROCIS indicates 75 percent of Business and 10 percent of States will respond electronically.

[bookmark: _Toc164331087]4. Describe efforts to identify duplication. Show specifically why any similar information already available cannot be used or modified for use for the purposes described in Item 2 above.

The information that APHIS collects is not available from any other source and every effort has been made to avoid duplication.

The information APHIS collects is exclusive to the execution of a pest program activities necessary to prevent the interstate spread of plant pests, diseases, and noxious weeds and is not available from any other source. APHIS completes required environmental documentation that describes the activity and thus it is necessary to ensure that the activity is performed in a manner that is compliant with program standards. 

[bookmark: _Toc164331088]5. Describe the impact to small businesses. If the collection of information impacts small businesses or other small entities (Item 5 of OMB Form 83-I), describe any methods used to minimize burden.

APHIS estimates that 100 percent of the business respondents are small entities. PPQ personnel work directly with each of the small businesses to complete these forms, minimizing the burden.

[bookmark: _Toc164331089]6. Describe the consequences of not conducting information collection. What happens to the Federal program or policy activities if the collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently, as well as any technical or legal obstacles to reducing burden.

This is an ongoing information collection request. If APHIS did not collect this information or collected it less frequently, APHIS would not be able to verify if APHIS contracts for aerial application services met specifications. 

7.  Explain any special circumstances that require the collection to be conducted in a manner inconsistent with the general information collection guidelines in 5 CFR 1320.5.

· requiring respondents to report information to the agency more often than quarterly;
· requiring respondents to prepare a written response to a collection of information in fewer than 30 days after receipt of it;
· requiring respondents to submit more than an original and two copies of any document;
· requiring respondents to retain records, other than health, medical, government contract, grant-in-aid, or tax records for more than three years;
· in connection with a statistical survey, that is not designed to produce valid and reliable results that can be generalized to the universe of study;
· requiring the use of a statistical data classification that has not been reviewed and approved by OMB;
· that includes a pledge of confidentiality that is not supported by authority established in statute or regulation, that is not supported by disclosure and data security policies that are consistent with the pledge, or which unnecessarily impedes sharing of data with other agencies for compatible confidential use; or
· requiring respondents to submit proprietary trade secret, or other confidential information unless the agency can demonstrate that it has instituted procedures to protect the information's confidentiality to the extent permitted by law.

There are no special circumstances associated with this information collection that would require it to be conducted in a manner inconsistent with the general information collection guidelines in 5 CFR 1320.5.

[bookmark: _Toc164331091]8. Federal Register notice and consultation. Describe efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported.

APHIS consulted with three (outside the agency) for this information collection request to obtain their views on the activities.

The consultation with these individual stakeholders occurred in person to review the forms and ensure that the information collected is appropriate. 

Don Damron
Dynamic Aviation
1402 Airport Rd
Bridgewater, VA 22812
ddamron@dynamicaviation.com
540-421-5393

Randy Blaser
Dynamic Aviation
1402 Airport Rd
Bridgewater, VA 22812
rblaser@dynamicaviation.com
714-404-6241

Michael G. Morris,
Morris AG Air & Sons, INC.
1230 South Valley Road
Orovada, NV 89425-0209
Phone : 775-272-3365
dustynfields@hotmail.com

On Monday, January 05, 2026, APHIS published in the Federal Register Notice Vol. 91 No. 5 Pages 657-658), a 60‑day notice seeking public comments on its plan to request a 3-year renewal of this collection of information. APHIS received 1 anonymous comment from the public that had no relevance to this information collection.

[bookmark: _Toc164331092]9. Explain any decision to provide any payment or gift to respondents, other than reenumeration of contractors or grantees.

This information collection request involves no payments or gifts to respondents.

[bookmark: _Toc164331093]10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for the assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.

No additional assurance of confidentiality is provided with this information collection. However, any and all information obtained in this collection shall not be disclosed except in accordance with 5 U.S.C. 552a. APHIS’ Privacy Officer, Tonya Woods, reviewed the information requirement and concurred with the safeguards currently in this collection.  

[bookmark: _Toc164331094]11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual behavior or attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered private. This justification should include the reasons why the agency considers the questions necessary, the specific uses to be made of the information, the explanation to be given to persons from whom the information is requested, and any steps to be taken to obtain their consent.

This information collection activity will ask no questions of a personal or sensitive nature.

[bookmark: _Toc164331095]12. Provide estimates of the hour burden of the collection of information. Indicate the number of respondents, frequency of response, annual hour burden, and an explanation of how the burden was estimated.

A) Indicate the number of respondents, frequency of response, annual hour burden, and an explanation of how the burden was estimated. If this request for approval covers more than one form, provide separate hour burden estimates for each form and aggregate the hour burdens in Item 13 of OMB Form 83-I.

In fiscal year 2025, APHIS collected information for the forms from 8 respondents, (affected public: 8 Businesses) 32 total annual responses and 8 total annual burden hours. PPQ’s use airline contractors for pest programs varies each year due to variation in the number and size of the pest populations averaging 8 burden hours annually.  Burden estimates breakouts were developed from discussions with the PPQ personnel that work with contractors on completing the forms. 

B) Provide estimates of annualized cost to respondents for the hour burdens for collections of information, identifying and using appropriate wage rate categories.

See APHIS Form 71. APHIS estimates the total annualized cost to this collection to be $769.13. APHIS arrived at this figure by multiplying the hours of estimated response time (8) hours by the estimated average hourly wage for respondents ($66.35) and then multiplying the result ($530.80) by 1.449 to capture benefit costs.

The average hourly wage used to calculate the estimates include the following:

	Dept of Labor
SOCC Code
	Average Hourly Wage
	Occupation Description

	53-2012
	$66.35
	Commercial Pilot


[bookmark: _Hlk173318795]APHIS derived the estimated wage by averaging the following figures from the U.S. Department of Labor; Bureau of Labor Statistics website.

According to DOL BLS news release USDL-25-0451 dated April 2, 2025, (see https://www.bls.gov/news.release/ecec.pdf), benefits account for 30 percent of employee costs, and wages account for the remaining 70 percent.  Mathematically, total costs can be calculated as a function of wages, resulting in a multiplier of 1.449.
[bookmark: _Toc164331096]
13. Capital and start-up and/or operation and maintenance. Provide estimates of the total annual cost burden to respondents or recordkeepers resulting from the collection of information (do not include the cost of any hour burden shown in items 12 and 14).  The cost estimates should be split into two components: (a) a total capital and start-up cost component annualized over its expected useful life; and (b) a total operation and maintenance and purchase of services component.

No annual cost burden is associated with capital and startup costs, operation and maintenance expenditures, and purchase of services.

[bookmark: _Toc164331097]14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.  Provide a description of the method used to estimate cost and any other expense that would not have been incurred without this collection of information.

See APHIS 79. The annualized cost to the Federal government is estimated at $662.
[bookmark: _Toc164331098]
15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments reported in Items 13 or 14 of the OMB Form 83-1.

	
	Total Requested
	Program Change Due to New Statute
	Program Change Due to Agency Discretion
	Change due to Adjustment in Agency Estimate
	Change Due to Potential Violation of the PRA
	Previously Approved

	Annual Number of Responses
	32
	0
	2
	0
	0
	30

	Annual Time Burden (Hr)
	8
	0
	0
	0
	0
	8



The currently approved burden inventory for this request is 15 respondents, 30 responses and 8 burden hours.  This revision seeks 8 respondents, 32 responses and 8 burden hours which remains unchanged.  There is an adjustment decrease of -7 respondents; however, there is an increase of +1 response. The burden hours remain the same due to rounding. 

[bookmark: _Toc164331099]16. Plans for tabulation and publication. For collections of information whose results are planned to be published, outline plans for tabulation and publication.

APHIS has no plans to publish information collected in connection with this program.
[bookmark: _Toc164331100]

17. Forms and approval dates. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the information collection, explain the reasons that display would be inappropriate.

APHIS will display the OMB approval expiration date on the forms.

[bookmark: _Toc164331101]18. Explain each exception to the certification statement identified in the "Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act."

APHIS can certify compliance with all provisions of the Act.
