March 18, 2026

MEMORANDUM FOR: 		Reviewer of 1220-0042

CC:				Sam Fincher 

FROM:				Todd Desgrosseilliers

SUBJECT:	Non-Substantive Change Request - Anticipated Increased Scope of OEWS Survey due to Expansion of Agricultural Industries Coverage

The Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics (OEWS) program seeks OMB approval for 
the expansion of its survey to include more robust coverage of agricultural industries beginning 
with the May 2026 collection panel. 

Data Collection Background

Occupational employment data obtained by the OEWS survey are used to develop information regarding current and projected employment needs and job opportunities.  These data assist in the development of state and local vocational education plans.  Nationwide collection of OEWS wage data can further develop labor market and occupational information at the Federal, State, and sub-State levels.  Coverage of the agricultural sector by the OEWS program has historically been limited to the following industries: 

· 1133 – Logging
· 1151 – Support Activities for Crop Production
· 1152 – Support Activities for Animal Production

Reasons to Approve the Expanded Industry Coverage

Due to the discontinuation of the Agricultural (Farm) Labor Survey by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), there is now a gap in the collection of farm labor, along with the publication of wage and employment estimates.  The OEWS program anticipates expanding its coverage of agricultural industries to fill this gap, pending an interagency agreement with the USDA.  Should the pending agreement with the USDA be finalized, the BLS will add the following industries to its sample:

· 1111 – Oilseed and Grain Farming
· 1112 – Vegetable and Melon Farming
· 1113 – Fruit and Tree Nut Farming
· 1114 – Greenhouse, Nursery, Floriculture Production
· 1119 – Other Crop Farming
· 1121 – Cattle Ranching and Farming
· 1122 – Hog and Pig Farming
· 1123 – Poultry and Egg Production
· 1124 – Sheep and Goat Farming
· 1125 – Aquaculture
· 1129 – Other Animal Production
· 1131 – Timber Tract Operators
· 1132 – Forest Nurseries and Gathering Forest Products
· 1153 – Support Activities for Forestry 

By expanding its agriculture coverage, the OEWS program will be able to provide vital wage and employment estimates.  These estimates will provide important wage and employment information to farm owners, job seekers, and serve as the data source for the Department of Labor’s calculation of the Adverse Effect Wage Rate (AEWR) used under the H-2A visa program.

The inclusion of these additional agriculture industries will result in the need to increase total sample size of the OEWS survey by roughly 25,000 units over the course of 3 years, or roughly 4,166 units per collection panel (8,333 units per year.)  The OEWS has a response rate of approximately 66%, resulting in 5,500 expected respondents per year.  The annual total burden is expected to increase by 2,750 hours due to the addition of 5,500 expected respondents, each responding once annually for an average of 0.5 hours.  





