Supporting Statement for SBA Form 1081
Statement of Personal History 
OMB Control Number, 3245-0080
Justification – Part A Supporting Statement

Overview of Information Collection:

The Small Business Administration (SBA) intends to request approval from the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) for the collection of information described below. The information is used for reporting. The request is for renewal of existing SBA Form 1081. There are no changes to the current form.

1. Need & Method for the Information Collection. 

As part of their responsibility to safeguard the integrity of federal programs, Federal credit agencies, such as the SBA, are required to evaluate the qualifications, including character and reputation, of a participating lender's principal officers and staff. See e.g., OMB A-129 (Policies for Federal Credit Programs and Non-Tax Receivables).  In addition, SBA loan program regulations also require its participating lenders, including Associates, (Certified Development Companies (CDCs), Small Business Lending Companies (SBLCs), Non-Federally Regulated Lenders (NFRLs), Community Development Financial Institutions (CDFIs), Intermediary Lending Pilot Program Intermediaries (ILPs) and Microloan Intermediaries) “to act ethically and exhibit good character.” See, 13 CFR § 120.140 and § 120.851. 

2. Use of the Information. 

The information is collected from the SBLC, NFRL, CDC, CDFI, ILP Intermediary, or Microloan Intermediary. The information is used by SBA to assess the character and ethical behavior of the Participant and its Associates, including whether an Associate is prohibited from employment with the Participant (e.g., debarred). These determinations are critical factors in whether an SBA Lender, Intermediary, or CDFI may participate or continue to participate with SBA and to identify what other entities the lenders are associated with, or have been associated with, if any. The information also provides the Agency with background data which is evaluated to determine if the institution’s key personnel have sufficient qualifications in commercial lending activities.

All new professional staff, including board members, officers, and certain interns, are required to submit a Form 1081, along with completed fingerprint cards, to the Office of Financial Assistance (OFA) for processing.

3. Use of Information Technology. 

SBA Form 1081 is available to the public in electronic form, on SBA’s website at http://www.sba.gov, under the “forms” option. The form can be downloaded and is PDF-fillable in PDF. The SBA will accept both original and electronic signatures.
4. Non-duplication. 

There is no duplication. While some Lenders might provide similar information to other regulatory agencies, SBA does not have access to this information. 

5. Burden on Small Business. 

There will be no significant economic impact to small businesses or to the  approximate 600 respondents. 

6. Less Frequent Collection. 

If this information is not collected, SBA would be hampered in its efforts to comply with its responsibility to evaluate the character and reputation of individuals participating in federal credit programs. Since SBA only collects the information once from each applicable employee of the SBA Lenders, Intermediaries, and CDFIs; the Agency cannot collect it less frequently.

7. Paperwork Reduction Act Guidelines. 

	None of these circumstances are applicable.

8. Consultation and Public Comments.

The Federal Register notice requesting public comments was published on December 10, 2025, at 90 FR 57271.  Comments were to be submitted on or before February 9, 2026.  No comments were received. 

9. Gifts or Payment. 

No gifts or payments are provided to any respondents.

10. Privacy & Confidentiality. 

Personally identifiable information is protected in accordance with SBA Cybersecurity and Privacy Policy, federal policies, guidelines, industry practices and standards which consist of encryption, access controls, least privileges, role-based permissions, Cybersecurity Awareness Training for all SBA staff, signed Rules of Behavior, and data minimization. A Privacy Impact Assessment has been conducted on the Capital Access Financial System affiliated with this form.  Also, the information collected is protected to the extent permitted by law, including the Freedom of Information Act and the Privacy Act, where applicable. SBA provides respondents with a summary statement of the laws governing the Agency’s protection and disclosure of confidential and sensitive information as part of SBA Form 1081. SBA restricts access to the information to those personnel with a need to know. The most recent revision of Privacy Act System of Records, SBA 21 – Loan System can be found at: 2021-09064.pdf (govinfo.gov) –and  SBA 20, System of Records Notice, Disaster Loans Case Files: 2021-25276.pdf (govinfo.gov).
 
11. Sensitive Questions.  

This information collection requests social security numbers as well as financial, criminal, and employment information which all may be perceived as sensitive information.  The purpose of the collection is to conduct a background check as an aid in assessing the good character of the respondents. SBA is specifically authorized to verify the criminal history, or lack thereof, to make a character determination, pursuant to section 7(a)(1)(B), 15 U.S.C. 636(a)(1)(B) of the Small Business Act (the Act). SBA is authorized to make all investigations necessary to ensure that a person has not engaged in acts that violate or will violate the Act or the Small Business Investment Act, 15 U.S.C. 634(b)(11) and 687(b)(a), respectively. The collection of the information is voluntary.

12. Burden Estimate. 

Currently there are approximately 585 involved entities. The number of respondents annually is estimated at 146 (585 x 25%). There is 1 form per respondent. Time to complete the form is estimated at 30 minutes. This estimate is based on experience of lenders using the previously approved form. Total burden hours are 73 hours. (146 respondents x 30 minutes ÷ 60 = 73 burden hours) 

The average salary for the respondent, based on a GS-11 Loan and Financial Specialist, is approximately $40.54 per hour based on the locality pay scale in the Washington DC area. The total cost burden is $2,959 (73 burden hours x $40.54 = $2,959).

	
Burden per Response: 
	  
	Time Per Response 
	Hours Per Response
	Cost Per Response 

	Reporting 
	30 mins
	.5
	$20.27

	Record Keeping 
	0
	0
	0

	Third Party Disclosure 
	0
	0
	0

	Total 
	  30 mins
	.5
	$20.27




	







Annual Burden: 
	  
	Annual Time Burden (Hours) 
	Annual Cost Burden
(Dollars) 

	Reporting 
	73
	$2,959

	Record Keeping 
	0
	0 

	Third Party Disclosure 
	0
	0 

	Total 
	73
	$2,959






13. Estimated nonrecurring costs. 

No additional costs.

14. Estimated cost to the Government. 

The estimated annual cost to the Federal Government of this collection is $2,959 based on the average salary for a GS-11, Financial Analyst, which is $40.54 per hour. The financial analyst would need approximately 30 min. to review each Form 1081. (73 burden hours x $40.54 per hour = $2,959).

15. Reasons for changes.  

With this submission, the burden hours remain relatively the same. However, the increase in cost of labor over the three-year renewal period caused a $919 increase in Annual Cost Burden. 
		
	Requested
	Program Change Due to New Statute
	Program Change Due to Agency Discretion
	Change Due to Adjustment in Agency Estimate
	Change Due to Potential Violation of the PRA
	Previously Approved

	Annual Number of Responses for this IC
	146
	
	
	-4
	
	150

	Annual IC Time Burden (Hour)
	73
	
	
	-2
	
	75

	Annual IC Cost Burden (Dollars)
	$2,959
	
	
	$919
	
	$2,040







16. Publicizing Results. 

	Not applicable.
17. OMB Not to Display Approval. 

Not applicable. SBA does not seek to omit the expiration date from the form.

18.  Exceptions to "Certification for Paperwork Reduction Submissions." 

	There are no exceptions.

Part B: Surveys, Censuses, and Other Collections that Employ Statistical Methods.  

This collection of information does not employ statistical methods.
 
