


Attachment A
CMS Response to Public Comments Received for CMS-10578

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) received a total of five (5) submissions during the public comment period from various provider groups and individuals. After careful analysis, CMS identified that these submissions contained two (2) unique comments. This document presents the consolidation of these comments and CMS’s response. 

Comment: 

CMS received multiple comments from provider groups objecting to the regulatory burden and potential duplication of effort. Specifically, commentors noted that compliance with CMS’ Emergency Preparedness requirements may overlap with similar state or local mandates, creating redundant obligations. The commenters requested that CMS refrain from adding to existing emergency management requirements.

Response: 

CMS thanks the commenters for sharing their concerns. It is important to clarify that the requirements subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act described herein are not new requirements. These requirements were finalized in 2016, modified in 2019 to reduce burden on all affected providers and suppliers, and continue to be in effect. Additionally, providers can meet these requirements by complying with state or local requirements that meet or exceed CMS’s standards.

At this time, CMS is only reinstating an expired Paperwork Reduction Act package.[footnoteRef:2] Any changes to the current Emergency Preparedness Conditions of Participation (CoPs), including removing specific requirements for Medicare certification, would be made through rulemaking, at which time the public would have the opportunity to provide comments on the specific policies.  [2:  For more details, see “Supporting Statement for Emergency Preparedness Requirements for Medicare and Medicaid Participating Providers and Suppliers.” ] 


CMS offers the following resources to help providers and suppliers understand the current regulatory requirements and flexibilities stemming from Emergency Preparedness CoPs:
· Fact Sheet: CMS Releases Updated Emergency Preparedness Guidance[footnoteRef:3]    [3:  Includes summary of the modifications made to the Emergency Preparedness requirements by the 2019 rule (84 FR 51732) to reduce the burden on provider and suppliers.] 

· Updated Guidance for Emergency Preparedness - Appendix Z of State Operations Manual (SOM), March 26, 2021
· Appendix Z of State Operations Manual - Emergency Preparedness for All Provider and Certified Supplier Types Interpretive Guidance, April 16, 2021
· “Provider and Supplier Specific Resources for Emergency Preparedness Requirements for Medicare and Medicaid Participating Providers and Suppliers (CMS EP Rule),” ASPR TRACIE[footnoteRef:4]  [4:  Source: “Emergency Preparedness Requirements for Medicare and Medicaid Participating Providers and Suppliers (CMS EP Rule),” Technical Resources, Assistance Center, and Information Exchange (TRACIE), Administration for Strategic Preparedness and Response (ASPR), U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, Accessed on December 5, 2025 at: https://asprtracie.hhs.gov/cmsrule ] 


 
Comment:  

CMS received several comments from individuals expressing support for the Emergency Preparedness requirements, noting that these requirements help ensure providers are adequately prepared to respond during emergencies.

Response:  

CMS thanks the commenters and agrees that the current requirements balance the need for accountability and readiness – particularly during emergency situations – with the compliance effort required by providers.
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