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United States West Coast Port Infrastructure Survey
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Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, Interior

Terms of Clearance: None.

General Instructions

A completed Supporting Statement A must accompany each request for approval of a collection of information.  The Supporting Statement must be prepared in the format described below and must contain the information specified below.  If an item is not applicable, provide a brief explanation.  OMB reserves the right to require the submission of additional information with respect to any request for approval.

Specific Instructions

Justification
1. [bookmark: _Toc530890423]Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary. Identify any legal or administrative requirements that necessitate the collection.

The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) proposes to gather information through a survey about the use of U.S. West Coast port infrastructure and how offshore energy activities may affect port-based industries, especially those related to commercial and recreational fishing. BOEM understands that there are potential conflicts between fishing and offshore energy activities on the Outer Continental Shelf (OCS). BOEM seeks to establish connectivity between fishing and the greater community of fishers to obtain baseline data and help guide and manage these activities along the U.S. West Coast. 

BOEM is lacking understanding about potential effects to both Tribal communities and the fishing industry. This stakeholder survey will document existing port infrastructure, services, and their uses so future activities related to offshore energy activities can avoid, minimize, or offset potential conflicts and enhance beneficial opportunities among port-based industries. 

The insights gained from this feedback are critical for BOEM's planning, environmental reviews, Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) determinations, local harbor planning, and inter-industry negotiations. BOEM is requesting approval for a new information collection to gather information from stakeholders.

Currently, BOEM has limited baseline information concerning port infrastructure that supports existing users, even though such infrastructure may be dramatically affected by changes associated with offshore wind development or oil and gas platform decommissioning activities. 

The Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act (OCSLA) charges BOEM with managing the energy and mineral resources of the OCS for protection of marine and coastal environments that support human lives and society. 

Section 20 of OCSLA (43 U.S.C. 1346) requires the Secretary of the Interior to study any area or region included in oil, gas, or other lease sale to gather information needed for assessment and management of impacts on the human, marine, and coastal environments of the OCS and the affected coastal areas. Additionally, subsequent to the leasing and developing on any OCS area, the Secretary may authorize further environmental studies to gather information that can be used for identifying significant changes and trends in the quality and productivity of such environments and for designing experiments to identify the causes of such changes. 

The data gathered will be synthesized with other information to produce a final report as well as summary of port profiles that will inform BOEM planning and decision-making. The final report and port profiles will help ensure that future activities related to offshore energy can avoid, minimize, or offset potential space-use conflicts and enhance space-use synergies among port-based industries (especially commercial fishing) when interacting with the offshore energy industry.

2. Indicate how, by whom, and for what purpose the information is to be used.  Except for a new collection, indicate the actual use the agency has made of the information received from the current collection.  Be specific.  If this collection is a form or a questionnaire, every question needs to be justified.

BOEM seeks approval for a set of standardized questions for stakeholders that would document existing port infrastructure, services, and their uses so future activities related to offshore energy, including oil and gas platforms, can avoid, minimize, or offset potential conflicts and enhance beneficial opportunities among port-based industries. The insights gained from this feedback are critical for BOEM’s planning, environmental reviews, CZMA determinations, local harbor planning, and inter-industry negotiations.

The survey would consists of approximately 30 questions asking about topics that include availability of port infrastructure and fishery-related facilities; historical and projected facility use; economic and cultural benefits of port industries and presence; level of concern about potential impacts of offshore energy, including decommissioning of oil and gas platforms, on port users; the importance of port infrastructure to local Tribes; and further comments and suggestions. The survey would be available in an online format or in a printed format that would be distributed to potential respondents. Respondents will also have the option to respond to the survey through an onsite interview. Interviews will be for the purpose of answering and clarifying the survey questions only; no new questions will be introduced.

Respondents may include, but are not limited to:
• Commercial and recreational fishers and people knowledgeable about West Coast commercial fisheries using methods (e.g., guided discussions, workshops) appropriate to the source. 
•  Other port industries (e.g., aquaculture) using methods (e.g., guided discussions, workshops) appropriate to the source.
 
Specific Research Question(s): For port facilities that may be affected by offshore energy leases: 
1. By industry, gear, and fishery, what existing port infrastructure or services are a) used, b) critically used, and c) desired? Are there seasonal patterns of use? What future infrastructure services may be needed because of climate change? 
2. Given local space constraints, are there facilities or services that could be obtained or improved during future port upgrades that would benefit existing industries (including fisheries) and/or enable new ones? Are there any facilities currently being subsidized that could benefit from additional use? 
3. Are there specific port infrastructure or services critical to Tribal needs? 
4. Would expected infrastructure changes disproportionately affect (benefit/harm) stakeholders?

BOEM will use the collected information to assess the adequacy of infrastructure in selected West Coast ports; current usage of that infrastructure, especially by commercial and recreational fishers; and potential changes in infrastructure use. This information will help BOEM with planning future offshore energy activities while mitigating or avoiding adverse effects to port and fishing operations. Another goal of data collection is to establish linkages and interrelationships between the ports, as activities that affect one port may have a ripple effect to others. Finally, the information will be used to compile port profiles, which will provide information on specific ports to be used by BOEM for purposes such as harbor planning and CZMA determinations. 

Justification of individual questions follows below.  

(Q 1–3) Contact information would assist researchers in conducting follow-up on the survey and in some cases confirm that the survey reached the intended recipient. Survey results will be anonymized, and personally identifiable information will be stored in a separate file from other survey information. 

1. Name: 
1. Email: 
3. Phone number:

(Q 4–5) Questions 4 and 5 establish the role of the respondent and their involvement with the port. This gives context to their answers and provides additional information about the respondent universe. 

4. How would you describe yourself in relation to the port you are addressing? 

ð Manager
ð Regulator
ð User
ð Interested Party
ð Other (write in)

5. How long have you been involved with the Port in your current or past roles? 

· As a manager, __________ 
· As a regulatory, ____________
· As a user, ____________
· As an interested party, _________
· As an other (write in), __________________

(Q 6) Question 6 identifies the port so answers can be correlated with locations. 

6. Port Name: 

(Q 7) One of the primary purposes of this project is to determine the potential impact of offshore energy activities on fisheries. Information about existing fishery-related infrastructure helps BOEM understand the amount and type of support currently provided at the port for fishing activities, the likelihood of its use, potential impacts of offshore energy activities to fishing infrastructure, and the potential for future improvements.
 
7. How adequate is the fishery-related infrastructure at your port? 

	Fishery-related Infrastructure
	Not adequate
	Somewhat adequate
	Adequate
	Very Adequate
	N/A

	Commercial Fishing Docks 
	 
	
	
	
	

	Recreational Fishing Docks 
	 
	
	
	
	

	Boat Ramps 
	 
	
	
	
	

	Cold Storage Facilities 
	 
	
	
	
	

	Fish Processing Facilities 
	 
	
	
	
	

	Maintenance and Repair Facilities 
	 
	
	
	
	

	Marine Fishing Supply Stores 
	 
	
	
	
	

	Marine Storage Facility or Yard 
	 
	
	
	
	

	Ice Machines 
	 
	
	
	
	

	Fish Pumps 
	 
	
	
	
	

	Hoists
	 
	
	
	
	

	Forklifts
	
	
	
	
	

	Other (please specify):
	 
	
	
	
	




(Q 8) This identifies other non-fishing activities that may take place at the port that may potentially be impacted by offshore energy activities and helps estimate the level of intensity of those activities.

8. How adequate is the other port infrastructure at your port?

	Port Infrastructure
	Not adequate
	Somewhat adequate
	Adequate
	Very Adequate
	N/A

	Commercial Shipping 
	 
	
	
	
	

	Military Support Facilities 
	 
	
	
	
	

	Coast Guard/Public Safety Facilities
	 
	
	
	
	

	Scientific Research Facilities/Docks 
	 
	
	
	
	

	Tourism/Recreational Activities/Docks
	 
	
	
	
	

	Small recreational (non-fishing) boating facilities  
	 
	
	
	
	

	Other (please specify): 
	
	
	
	
	




(Q 9) Sufficient transportation infrastructure, including truck-related infrastructure, is a key requirement for offshore energy activities. Access for semi-trucks and oversized trucks, weight-bearing docks, overhead clearance, and other factors are necessary for hauling equipment and parts in and out of a port. Likewise, rail access may be necessary at some sites to deliver parts or supplies that are too large to fit on a truck. Understanding current available transportation infrastructure can help BOEM assess a port’s suitability for use in offshore energy activities and helps identify potential space-use conflicts between the fishing industry and other port industries and offshore energy activities. 

9. How adequate is transportation-related infrastructure at your port?

	
	Not adequate
	Somewhat adequate
	Adequate
	Very Adequate
	N/A

	Trucking-Related Infrastructure

	Dock height compatibility for efficient truck loading 
	
	
	 
	
	

	Sufficient space for truck turning and maneuvering 
	
	
	 
	
	

	Docks designed to support heavy truckloads 
	
	
	 
	
	

	Designated loading bays 
	
	
	 
	
	

	Truck staging areas
	
	
	 
	
	

	Clear access road to and from port
	
	
	
	
	

	Oversized truck space
	
	
	
	
	

	Railway-Related Infrastructure

	Access to Railways
	
	
	
	
	

	Other (please specify):
	
	
	
	
	



(Q10) Ports being used for fishing may have a variety of facilities available. BOEM must be aware of these facilities and any potential impact to them to conform with Coastal Zone Management regulations of the western states. Washington, Oregon, and California all have enforceable policies that mandate the protection of fisheries at some level. To conform to these policies, BOEM must have knowledge of the type of facilities that may potentially be impacted and to what degree. This question helps identify the types and estimate the level of fishing-related activities at a port that could potentially be impacted by offshore energy activities. The level of activity is relevant because if facilities are present but are not being used, that would lessen the degree of impact. 

10. How frequently are the following fishery-related facilities used at your port?

	Facility Type
	Never
	Rarely
	Monthly
	Weekly
	Daily 
	N/A

	Commercial Fishing Docks
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Recreational Fishing Docks
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Boat Ramps 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Cold Storage Facilities
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Fish Processing Facilities  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Maintenance and Repair Facilities 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Marine Fishing Supply Stores
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Marine Storage Facility or Yard
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Ice Machines
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fish Pumps
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hoists
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Forklifts
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Commercial Shipping
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Military Support Facilities 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Coast Guard/Public Safety Facilities
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Scientific Research Facilities/Docks 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Tourism/Recreational Activities/Docks 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Small recreational (non-fishing) boating facilities
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Other (please specify):
	
	
	
	
	
	




(Q 11) BOEM is interested in exploring potential synergies between offshore energy activities and other port industries. Increased use generated by offshore energy activities could potentially help reduce the need for subsidies for some port facilities, thereby saving government funds. 

11. Are there federally, state, or locally subsidized facilities (e.g. commercial slips, fuel 
docks) in the port where increased use and associated fees might reduce the need for such subsidies? If Yes, Please Describe:

(Q 12–13) Because projects involving offshore energy activities are likely to require several years for planning and execution, BOEM seeks to identify trends in port infrastructure use. This information may inform BOEM’s port selection for involvement in offshore operations and help the agency plan operations that may impact port activities. 

12. What, if any, change in level of use have you observed for each facility listed below at your port over the past TEN years?

13. What are your expectations for the future use of each facility listed below at your port over the next TEN years?
	Facility Type
	Large Decrease
greater than 25% loss
	Small Decrease
5 -25% loss
	No Change
less than 5%
	Small Increase
5-25% gain
	Large Increase
greater than 25% gain
	N/A

	Commercial Fishing Docks 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	 

	Recreational Fishing Docks 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	 

	Boat Ramps  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	 

	Cold Storage Facilities 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	 

	Fish Processing Facilities   
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	 

	Maintenance and Repair Facilities  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	 

	Marine Fishing Supply Stores
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Marine Storage Facility or Yard
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ice Machines
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Fish Pumps
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Hoists
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Forklifts
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Commercial Shipping
	  
	  
	  
	  
	 
	 

	Military Support Facilities 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Coast Guard/Public Safety Facilities
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Scientific Research Facilities/Docks 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Tourism/Recreational Activities/Docks 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Small recreational (non-fishing) boating facilities  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Other (please specify): 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	




(Q 14) Location and intensity of fishing activities vary throughout the year due to the seasonality of species and their migration patterns along the coast. Fishery activity at ports is expected to vary in kind. Additional factors may influence the seasonality of other port activities. Data about seasonal use may inform BOEM’s planning and timing of offshore energy activities. 

14. How does the use of port facilities change seasonally? Describe the level of use for port facilities during each season using H (High = above 75% use), M (Medium = between 50% to 75% use) or L (Low = below 50% use). (Please complete for each season or select N/A if the facility is not present at your port.)  

	Facility Type
	Winter (Dec-Feb)
	Spring
(March -May)
	Summer (June-Aug)
	Fall
(Sept-Nov)
	
N/A

	Commercial Fishing Docks 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	

	Recreational Fishing Docks 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	

	Boat Ramps  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	

	Cold Storage Facilities 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	

	Fish Processing Facilities   
	  
	  
	  
	  
	

	Maintenance and Repair Facilities  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	

	Marine Fishing Supply Stores
	
	
	
	
	

	Marine Storage Facility or Yard
	
	
	
	
	

	Ice Machines
	
	
	
	
	

	Fish Pumps
	
	
	
	
	

	Hoists
	
	
	
	
	

	Forklifts
	
	
	
	
	

	Commercial Shipping
	  
	  
	  
	  
	

	Military Support Facilities 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Coast Guard/Public Safety Facilities
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Scientific Research Facilities/Docks 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Tourism/Recreational Activities/Docks 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Small recreational (non-fishing) boating facilities  
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	Other (please specify):
	 
	 
	 
	 
	



(Q 15) There are ports along the West Coast that have the potential to be used for offshore energy activities but would require some infrastructure upgrades to be operational for those purposes. This question helps BOEM predict whether necessary upgrades are already planned for a port or would need to be initiated.

15. Are there any planned upgrades to the port within the next 5 years? (If yes, please briefly describe the upgrade.) 

(Q 16) BOEM is interested in exploring ways that other port-based industries could benefit from infrastructure upgrades made for the purposes of offshore energy activities. For example, upgraded rail access to a port could enable cargo shipping. This question examines where there may be overlap and potential synergy between offshore energy activities and other industries. At the same time, it may also help predict new industries coming into a port that would have potential conflicts with offshore energy activities.

16. Please think of any upgrades or additions to port infrastructure that would benefit existing industries utilizing the port or enable new industries. Please describe.

(Q 17–18) These questions address changes in port facilities that may impact existing or new industries and predict the potential for expanded or reduced use of the port. For example, if a staging area originally used for fishing purposes was not being used, it might be repurposed for use by another industry. This helps BOEM predict both the potential for new industries being introduced into the port and for port infrastructure to be repurposed for use for offshore energy activities.

17. Are there any facilities in the port that are planned to be decommissioned or repurposed within the next 5 years? (If yes, please briefly describe what facility and why) 
18. What facilities, if any, can you think of or recommend that could be decommissioned or repurposed to benefit existing industries and/or enable new industries to utilize the port? 

(Q 19) Communities near ports are often economically dependent on fishing and other marine activities. The port may also play a role in local culture, if, for example, it is a location for public events or if its identity as a fishing port is a strong element of an area’s sense of place. This question helps the agency identify potential impacts that changes in port infrastructure and use could have on local economy and culture. 

19. What unique characteristics of the port are important to the local economy, community and culture? (Please provide specific examples. e.g. environmental awareness/restoration, social gathering space, preservation of maritime heritage, etc.)  

(Q 20–21) One of the main purposes of this research is to examine the potential for impacts of offshore energy activities on ports and users and potential conflict that may arise from these interests utilizing the same port infrastructure. BOEM is particularly interested in impacts on fisheries. These questions help the agency foresee and understand potential conflicts between offshore energy activities, with the goal of avoiding or mitigating them. These questions also capture the perceptions of port users and their level of concern regarding these potential conflicts.

20. To what extent are you concerned about the potential impacts on future offshore energy activities and commercial, recreational, and/or subsistence/ceremonial fishing activities and other users? (Please check one response and describe specific concerns below.)

	
	Not Concerned
	Somewhat Concerned
	Concerned
	Very Concerned
	Extremely Concerned

	Commercial
	 
	
	
	
	

	Recreational
	 
	
	
	
	

	Subsistence/ Ceremonial
	 
	
	
	
	

	Other:
	 
	
	
	
	



21. What potential conflicts do you foresee, if any, between future offshore
energy activities and existing port infrastructure, fishing operations, or other 
associated users at the port?

(Q 22) This question seeks to tap into knowledge and insight of respondents and port users regarding the potential for synergies between port-based industries and offshore energy activities. 

22. What opportunities do you see, if any, for collaborations or cooperation between 
future offshore energy activities and other port-based industries?
(Q 23–24) In any action affecting port infrastructure or services, BOEM will need to analyze cultural impacts, including impacts on Tribes, and possibly engage in government-to-government consultation. These questions can help the agency foresee potential impacts to Tribal use of port infrastructure and services related to offshore energy activities. As part of the port profile, it may also be valuable information for stakeholder engagement.

23. What specific port infrastructure or services are used by Tribal communities in your area? (e.g. Ceremonial, Docks, Boat ramps, Maintenance and Repair facilities, Tourism Activities, Recreational (non-fishing) boating facilities, Event space, etc.)

24. Does your port currently have any formal partnerships, agreements, or other forms of regular engagement with Tribal communities? If yes, please describe.

(Q 25) This question investigates what outreach work has already been done by the port, which BOEM could potentially follow up on. 

25. Are there current or recent efforts at your port to increase or improve engagement 
with specific communities including, but not limited to, Tribal communities? (If yes, 
please describe with whom and what are the specific opportunities or issues addressed by these initiatives.) If yes, please describe.

(Q 26) This offers the opportunity to collect additional information that was not covered in other survey questions and to document respondents’ other input.

26. Do you have any additional comments or suggestions regarding the impact of future offshore energy activities on port authorities and stakeholders? If so, please use the space below to tell us.

3.	Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use of automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological collection techniques or other forms of information technology, e.g., permitting electronic submission of responses, and the basis for the decision for adopting this means of collection.  Also describe any consideration of using information technology to reduce burden and specifically how this collection meets GPEA requirements.  

The survey will be available in online format and as a booklet. The length of the survey and the format of the questions and answers informed the choice of an online instrument (i.e., most answers require the respondent to check a box). All respondents will have the option of responding electronically, in conformance with GPEA requirements. 

4.	Describe efforts to identify duplication.  Show specifically why any similar information already available cannot be used or modified for use for the purposes described in Item 2 above.  

To evaluate whether similar information had been documented or collected, the team conducted a thorough review of literature relating to ports on the West Coast, fisheries, fishing communities, and offshore energy activities. We did not find data that duplicates or was directly within the scope of this survey. BOEM has previously found that this data was unavailable, and this study was designed specifically to address this knowledge gap. 

5.	If the collection of information impacts small businesses or other small entities, describe any methods used to minimize burden.   

The proposed collection of information will not have a significant impact on small businesses or other small entities. 

6.	Describe the consequence to Federal program or policy activities if the collection is not conducted or is conducted less frequently, as well as any technical or legal obstacles to reducing burden.  

This survey addresses a knowledge gap identified by BOEM: a lack of information about potential impacts of offshore energy activities on port infrastructure use, especially use by commercial and recreational fisheries. This information is vital to BOEM’s project planning, environmental reviews, CZMA determinations, local harbor planning, and inter-industry negotiations. There are no technical or legal obstacles to reducing the information collection burden.

7.	Explain any special circumstances that would cause an information collection to be conducted in a manner:  
	
	(a) requiring respondents to report information to the agency more often than quarterly;

Information will be collected one time only.

	(b) requiring respondents to prepare a written response to a collection of information in fewer than 30 days after receipt of it;
[bookmark: _Hlk150776669]
This information collection will be obtained through guided discussions and online surveys that are completely voluntary. There is no 30-day requirement to prepare a written response. 

	(c) requiring respondents to submit more than an original and two copies of any document;

Respondents will only be asked to participate once. No copies of any documents will be requested.

	(d) requiring respondents to retain records, other than health, medical, government contract, grant-in-aid, or tax records, for more than 3 years;

Respondents will not be required to retain any records associated with this information collection.

	(e) in connection with a statistical survey, that is not designed to produce valid and reliable results that can be generalized to the universe of study;

The collection will use a statistical survey that is designed to produce valid and reliable results that can be generalized to the universe of the study. 

	(f) requiring the use of statistical data classification that has been reviewed and approved by OMB;

The proposed information collection will use a statistical data classification that will be reviewed and approved by OMB. 

	(g) that includes a pledge of confidentiality that is not supported by authority established in statute or regulation, that is not supported by disclosure and data security policies that are consistent with the pledge, or which unnecessarily impedes sharing of data with other agencies for compatible confidential use; or

No personally identifiable information will be collected as part of this effort. Thus, no pledge of confidentiality will be necessary or made. 

	(h) requiring respondents to submit proprietary trade secrets, or other confidential information, unless the agency can demonstrate that it has instituted procedures to protect the information’s confidentiality to the extent permitted by law.

The survey is one-time only. It does not require a response within any given time frame. The survey does not require the submission of more than one document. Respondents are not required to retain any records in conjunction with the survey. 

The survey is designed as part of exploratory research, not to collect information that can be generalized to the survey universe. Rather, the data gathered will be specific to each of the ports or states being surveyed. The data collected will be largely qualitative, not quantitative.
 
This information collection includes a pledge of confidentiality supported by disclosure and data security policies, which are consistent with the pledge and which do not unnecessarily impede sharing of data with other agencies for compatible confidential use. It does not attempt to solicit trade secrets or other confidential information. 

8.	If applicable, provide a copy and identify the date and page number of publication in the Federal Register of the agency’s notice, required by 5 CFR 1320.8(d), soliciting comments on the information collection prior to submission to OMB.  Summarize public comments received in response to that notice and in response to the PRA statement associated with the collection over the past 3 years and describe actions taken by the agency in response to these comments.  Specifically address comments received on cost and hour burden.  
 
[bookmark: _Hlk192779059]Describe efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their views on the availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and recordkeeping, disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be recorded, disclosed, or reported. 

The 60-day notice was published on August 11, 2025 (90 FR 38660). BOEM did not receive any comments on it. 

BOEM is working with a team of specialists with direct knowledge of the study universe and experience with data collection to design the survey, identify respondents, and collect and collate the information. These specialists have informed the survey design.

Consultation with representatives of those from whom information is to be obtained or those who must compile records should occur at least once every 3 years – even if the collection of information activity is the same as in prior periods. There may be circumstances that may preclude consultation in a specific situation.  These circumstances should be explained.  

N/A

9.	Explain any decision to provide any payment or gift to respondents, other than remuneration of contractors or grantees. 

No payment or gift is provided to respondents.

10.	Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for the assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.  

The survey will be prefaced with standard OMB language regarding confidentiality.

Privacy Notice: The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) is conducting this survey to obtain reliable data and information about the use of U.S. West Coast port infrastructure and how offshore energy activities may affect port-based industries, especially those related commercial and recreational fishing. BOEM seeks to establish connectivity between fishing and the greater community of fishers to obtain baseline data and help guide and manage these activities along the U.S. West Coast. 

Your participation in this survey is voluntary and your responses are confidential. This survey does not collect any data that will allow anyone to associate responses you provide back to you. Anonymized, aggregated data will be shared in a final report. Only approved personnel will have access to the complete data we collect from you. We take the appropriate steps to secure data and prevent any threats to data confidentiality. 

PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT STATEMENT: BOEM is collecting this information subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C. 3501 et seq.). BOEM may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number and expiration date. OMB has reviewed and approved this survey and assigned OMB Control Number 1010-#### (expiration date: ##/##/20##). 

BURDEN ESTIMATE STATEMENT: BOEM estimates this survey will take you 30 minutes to 1 hour to complete. Comments regarding the burden estimate or any other aspect of this form may be submitted to the Information Collection Clearance Officer, Bureau of Ocean Energy Management, 45600 Woodland Road, Sterling, VA 20166.

11.	Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly considered private.  This justification should include the reasons why the agency considers the questions necessary, the specific uses to be made of the information, the explanation to be given to persons from whom the information is requested, and any steps to be taken to obtain their consent.  

The survey contains no questions of a sensitive nature. 

12.	Provide estimates of the hour burden of the collection of information.  The statement should:

	(a) Indicate the number of respondents, frequency of response, annual hour burden, and an explanation of how the burden was estimated.  Unless directed to do so, agencies should not conduct special surveys to obtain information on which to base hour burden estimates.  Consultation with a sample (fewer than 10) of potential respondents is desirable.  If the hour burden on respondents is expected to vary widely because of differences in activity, size, or complexity, show the range of estimated hour burden, and explain the reasons for the variance.  Generally, estimates should not include burden hours for customary and usual business practices.  

	(b) If this request for approval covers more than one form, provide separate hour burden estimates for each form and aggregate the hour burdens.

Respondents include port authority staff, port commissioners, Tribal representatives, fishing association representatives, fish processing plant managers, local business owners, state commissioners with purviews over ports or fish and wildlife, and state consistency reviewers. Responses are voluntary, and the survey is a one-time information collection. 

Number of Respondents: 108 respondents are expected to participate. 
Estimated Completion Time per Response is 30-60 minutes 
Total Estimated Number of Annual Burden Hours is 108 hours. 

We estimate the total annual burden is 108 hours. This is based on a maximum of one hour per response. Refer to the following table for a breakdown of the burdens.

BURDEN BREAKDOWN

	Respondent type
	Per Port (20 ports)
	Per State (3 states)
	Total Number
	Expected Response Rate
	Expected Responses
	Total Expected Burden Hours

	Port Authority Staff
	3
	 
	60
	25%
	15
	15

	Port Commissioner
	3
	 
	60
	25%
	15
	15

	Tribal Representative
	5
	 
	100
	25%
	25
	25

	Fishing Assoc. Representative
	2
	 
	60
	25%
	15
	15

	Fish Processing Plant Manager
	3
	 
	40
	25%
	10
	10

	Local Business Owner
	5
	 
	100
	25%
	25
	25

	State Commissioner
	 
	2
	6
	25%
	1.5
	1.5

	State Consistency Review Contacts
	 
	2
	6
	25%
	1.5
	1.5

	Total
	
	
	432
	
	108
	108





	(c) Provide estimates of annualized cost to respondents for the hour burdens for collections of information, identifying and using appropriate wage rate categories.  The cost of contracting out or paying outside parties for information collection activities should not be included here.  

The table below shows the annualized costs to the respondents. 

	Title
	Position
	Occupational Code
	Number of Respondents
	Burden Hours
	Hourly Rate 
(for respondent type)
	Total
Annualized Wage Burden

	Port Authority Staff
	General & operation managers
	11-1021
	15
	15
	$56.87
	$853.05

	Port Commissioner
	Legislator
	11-1031
	15
	15
	$35.57
	$533.55

	Fish processing plant manager
	Industrial production manager
	11-3051
	10
	10
	$60.06
	$600.60

	Tribal Representative
	Legislator
	11-1031
	25
	25
	$35.57
	$889.25

	Recreational Fishing Assn. Representative
	First-line supervisors of farming, fishing, and forestry workers
	45-1011
	15
	15
	$16.20
	$243.00

	Local business owner
	Sales manager
	11-2022
	25
	25
	$68.50
	$1712.50

	State Commissioner
	Legislator
	11-1031
	1.5
	1.5
	$35.57
	$53.36

	Consistency reviewer
	Legislator

	11-1031
	1.5
	1.5
	$35.57
	$53.36

	Total
	
	
	108
	    108
	
	$4,938.67



Wages were calculated using the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics Occupational Employment and Wage Statistics (OEWS) Maps (https://data.bls.gov/oesmap/). Median hourly wages for each occupational group were averaged for Washington, Oregon, and California, except in the case of legislators. Only annual salaries were available for legislators, so this was divided into an hourly rate. The salary for Oregon legislators was not available from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, so was obtained from the National Conference of State Legislators (https://www.ncsl.org/about-state-legislatures/2024-legislator-compensation). It was assumed that representatives of recreational fishing associations received only a minimal stipend, so their hourly rate was calculated based on an average of state minimum wages.

The total cost to the public is $4,938.67.

13.	Provide an estimate of the total annual non-hour cost burden to respondents or recordkeepers resulting from the collection of information.  (Do not include the cost of any hour burden reflected in Item 12).

	(a) The cost estimate should be split into two components: (1) a total capital and start-up cost component (annualized over its expected useful life) and (2) a total operation and maintenance and purchase of services component.  The estimates should take into account costs associated with generating, maintaining, and disclosing or providing the information (including filing fees paid for form processing).  Include descriptions of methods used to estimate major cost factors including system and technology acquisition, expected useful life of capital equipment, the discount rate(s), and the time period over which costs will be incurred.  Capital and start-up costs include, among other items, preparations for collecting information such as purchasing computers and software; monitoring, sampling, drilling and testing equipment; and record storage facilities.

	(b) If cost estimates are expected to vary widely, agencies should present ranges of cost burden and explain the reasons for the variance.  The cost of purchasing or contracting out information collection services should be a part of this cost burden estimate.  In developing cost burden estimates, agencies may consult with a sample of respondents (fewer than 10), utilize the 60-day pre-OMB submission public comment process and use existing economic or regulatory impact analysis associated with the rulemaking containing the information collection, as appropriate. 

	(c) Generally, estimates should not include purchases of equipment or services, or portions thereof, made: (1) prior to October 1, 1995, (2) to achieve regulatory compliance with requirements not associated with the information collection, (3) for reasons other than to provide information or keep records for the government, or (4) as part of customary and usual business or private practices.  

There will be no non-hour costs. Respondents will be provided with a self-addressed stamped envelope for returning the survey form.

14.	Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal Government.  Also, provide a description of the method used to estimate cost, which should include quantification of hours, operational expenses (such as equipment, overhead, printing, and support staff), and any other expense that would not have been incurred without this collection of information. 

The cost the Federal government (including contractor costs) will have data collection, analysis, report writing, and administrative responsibilities associated with information collections at each of these 20 ports. 

	Position
	Hourly Rate
	Estimated Hours
	Total

	Environmental Planning Specialist I
	$98.53
	76.5
	$7,537.55

	Social Scientist II
	$250.00
	16
	$4,000.00

	Technical Advisor
	$140.00
	37.5
	$5,250.00

	Researcher
	$80.00
	135
	$10,800.00

	TOTAL
	
	
	$27,587.55 



Operating Costs
	Activity
	Cost

	Printing
	$648.00

	Postage
			$1,360.80

	Travel
	$12,000.00

	TOTAL
	$14,008.80



Total cost of labor plus operating costs is $41,596.35.

15.	Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments in hour or cost burden.  

This is a new data collection, so no changes or adjustments have been made to previous estimates of burden.

16.	For collections of information whose results will be published, outline plans for tabulation and publication.  Address any complex analytical techniques that will be used.  Provide the time schedule for the entire project, including beginning and ending dates of the collection of information, completion of report, publication dates, and other actions.

The project began in November 2024. The collection of information is anticipated to begin in April 2026 and end in August 2026 (Note: this date may change due to timing of OMB approval). The final report will be completed in August 2027. A publication date for the final report has not been determined. 

The surveys will be used to generate 20 port profiles detailing each port’s infrastructure, usage, capacity, applicable regulations, and environmental and ecological conditions. The analysis products and the underlying data will be used by BOEM to inform future planning, environmental reviews, harbor planning, CZMA determinations, and inter-industry negotiations on the West Coast.  

Preliminary outreach and research for port visits		July  October 2025
Pilot study (four respondents)				November-December 2025
Survey distribution and site visits				June 2026–August 2026
Data Tabulation and Analysis				August 2026–March 2027
Draft report						April 2027
Final report 						August 2027

It is anticipated that the final report will be published on BOEM’s website.   

17.	If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the information collection, explain the reasons that display would be inappropriate.  

Each form will display the OMB control number and expiration date.

18.	Explain each exception to the topics of the certification statement identified in, “Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions.”  
There are no exceptions.
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