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Collections of Information Employing Statistical Methods

The agency should be prepared to justify its decision not to use statistical methods in any case where such methods might reduce burden or improve accuracy of results.  When the question “Does this ICR contain surveys, censuses, or employ statistical methods?” is checked "Yes," the following documentation should be included in Supporting Statement B to the extent that it applies to the methods proposed:

[bookmark: _Toc530890442]1.	Describe (including a numerical estimate) the potential respondent universe and any sampling or other respondent selection method to be used.  Data on the number of entities (e.g., establishments, State and local government units, households, or persons) in the universe covered by the collection and in the corresponding sample are to be provided in tabular form for the universe as a whole and for each of the strata in the proposed sample.  Indicate expected response rates for the collection as a whole.  If the collection had been conducted previously, include the actual response rate achieved during the last collection.

	Respondent type
	Per Port (20 ports)
	Per State (3 states)
	Total Number
	Expected Responses
	Expected Response Rate

	Port Authority Staff
	3
	
	60
	15
	25%

	Port Commissioner
	3
	
	60
	15
	25%

	Tribal Representative
	5
	
	100
	25
	25%

	Fishing Org. Representative
	2
	
	60
	15
	25%

	Fish Processing Plant Manager
	3
	
	40
	10
	25%

	Local Business Owner
	5
	
	100
	25
	25%

	State Commissioner
	
	2
	6
	1.5
	25%

	Consistency Review Contacts
	
	2
	6
	1.5
	25%



Port authority staff, port commissioners, tribal representatives, fishing organization representatives, fish processing plant managers, and local business owners will be selected from the following 20 ports: 
	Port Name
	State

	Astoria
	OR

	Bellingham
	WA

	Brookings 
	OR

	Crescent City
	CA

	Eureka
	CA

	Garibaldi
	OR

	Half Moon Bay
	CA

	Hueneme
	CA

	Long Beach
	CA

	Morro Bay
	CA

	Newport
	OR

	San Diego
	CA

	San Francisco
	CA

	San Pedro
	CA

	Santa Barbara
	CA

	Santa Cruz
	CA

	Seattle
	WA

	Terminal Island
	CA

	Warrenton
	OR

	Westport 
	WA





















State commissioners and consistency reviewers will be selected from the states of Washington, Oregon, and California. 

The expected response rate for the whole of the respondent universe is 25%. 

1. [bookmark: _Toc530890443]Describe the procedures for the collection of information including:

[bookmark: _Toc517160872][bookmark: _Toc530890444]a.  Statistical methodology for stratification and sample selection.  
b.  Estimation procedure.
c.  Degree of accuracy needed for the purpose described in the justification.  
d.  Unusual problems requiring specialized sampling procedures.
e.  Any use of periodic (less frequent than annual) data collection cycles to reduce burden.
		
The 20 ports from which the respondent universe is drawn were selected based on quantitative and qualitative factors. Each West Coast port was individually ranked for suitability of port infrastructure, fishing vessel activity, significance of commercial, recreational and Tribal fishing, community reliance on fishing and offshore energy activity potential. Numerical values were assigned to each ranking, with the lowest values indicating higher levels of use, value, or socioeconomic contribution. These rankings were summed up to generate a total score for each port. Ports with lower normalized scores were considered higher priority across our categories of interest. Additional qualitative factors were considered to ensure a comprehensive and representative selection. Final port selection considered diversity in offshore energy sectors as well as port infrastructure capabilities. Additionally, given the differing timelines and development potential across states as described above, California ports were prioritized over those in Oregon and Washington. 

BOEM identified groups who would have direct knowledge of the survey subject matter and who represented significant stakeholders and will choose respondents for each port. Contact information will be gathered from publicly available records, including websites. 
	
The data collected are largely qualitative rather than quantitative. Along with other information, it will be used to create port profiles rather than being the basis for statistical estimations. This data is intended to be a jumping off point for further study of these ports. As such, BOEM expects this survey will provide sufficiently accurate and useful data. There are no economic or legislative mandates that establish a degree of accuracy needed for the intended uses. 
	
BOEM does not anticipate any unusual issues that would require specialized sampling. The survey will be a one-time data collection.  

This will be a one-time collection.

1. Describe methods to maximize response rates and to deal with issues of non-response.  The accuracy and reliability of information collected must be shown to be adequate for intended uses.  For collections based on sampling, a special justification must be provided for any collection that will not yield "reliable" data that can be generalized to the universe studied.

Respondents will be sent a reminder and invitation to participate in an on-site meeting to review the questions. Face-to-face meetings will increase the response rate. Recipients will receive a self-addressed stamped envelope to facilitate returning written responses.

4.	Describe any tests of procedures or methods to be undertaken.  Testing is encouraged as an effective means of refining collections of information to minimize burden and improve utility.  Tests must be approved if they call for answers to identical questions from 10 or more respondents.  A proposed test or set of tests may be submitted for approval separately or in combination with the main collection of information.

The survey was sent to three test respondents in March 2025 to preview and provide feedback. One contact responded: Suzanne Russell, a social scientist with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Ms. Russell’s suggestions and comments were incorporated into the survey by rewriting some of the questions to make them clearer and simplifying the cover letter accompanying the survey. Specifically, response options were clarified for the questions regarding the level of use of port facilities and changes in seasonal use of facilities. The wording of the question about port upgrades was simplified.

Several tests will be used to minimize burden and improve utility. Practice surveys were conducted with less than 10 BOEM contractor employees to validate the average time to complete it. Focus groups, cognitive interviews, and pretest onsite interviews will be used to further test, refine, and finalize the survey, ensuring that all survey questions are clear to respondents and are necessary and complete for addressing BOEM’s research objectives. These methods for testing the survey were described in detail in Statement A and were included in the estimates of survey burden. The first week of the onsite data collection will be a pretest week for the purpose of refining any logistical infield issues, but all testing of survey materials will be completed in advance of the infield effort. 

5.	Provide the names and telephone numbers of individuals consulted on statistical aspects of the design and the name of the agency unit, contractor(s), grantee(s), or other person(s) who will actually collect and/or analyze the information for the agency.

	Chris Hawkins – Lynker
	855-596-5371

	Charles Lester – Lester Coastal Policy
	831-706-8280

	Brett Wiedoff – Petra Consulting
	808-343-0283
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