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What Is the Purpose of Form I-765?

Certain foreign nationals who are in the United States may file Form I-765, Application for Employment Authorization, to request employment authorization and an Employment Authorization Document (EAD).  Other foreign nationals whose immigration status authorizes them to work in the United States without restrictions may also use Form I-765 to apply to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) for an EAD that shows such authorization.  Review the Who May File Form I-765 section of these Instructions to determine whether you should use Form I-765.

Foreign nationals may also apply for a Social Security number and card on Form I-765 following the guidelines in the Specific Instructions section of these Instructions, Part 2. Information About You, Item Numbers 13.a. - 17.b.

If you are a lawful permanent resident, a conditional permanent resident, or a nonimmigrant only authorized for employment with a specific employer under 8 CFR 274a.12(b), do not use Form I-765.
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If you are a lawful permanent resident, a conditional permanent resident, or a nonimmigrant only authorized for employment with a specific employer under 8 CFR 274a.12(b), do not use Form I-765.
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Specific Instructions

…

Part 2.  Information About You

Item Numbers 12.  Previous Application for Employment Authorization from USCIS.  If you have applied for employment authorization in the past, select “Yes” for Item Number 12.  Provide copies of your previous EADs, if available.

Item Numbers 13.a. - 17.b.  Questions regarding Social Security Number (SSN).  Item Number 13.a. asks you if the Social Security Administration (SSA) has ever officially issued you a Social Security card.  If the SSA ever issued a Social Security card to you in your name or a previously used name such as your maiden name, then you must enter the SSN from your card in Item Number 13.b.

If your request for employment authorization is approved, the SSA may assign you an SSN and issue you a Social Security card, or issue you a replacement card.  If you want the SSA to assign you a Social Security number and issue you a Social Security card, or issue you a new or replacement Social Security card, then answer “Yes” to both Item Number 14. and Item Number 15.  You must also provide your father’s and mother’s family and given names at birth in Item Numbers 16.a. - 17.b.  SSA will use Item Numbers 16.a. -17.b. in issuing you a Social Security card.

You are not required to request an SSN using this application.  Completing Item Numbers 14. - 17.b. is optional.  However, you must have an SSN properly assigned in your name to work in the United States.

NOTE:  If your employer uses E-Verify to confirm new employees’ eligibility to legally work in the United States, the information you provide on Form I-9, Employment Eligibility Verification, will be compared to data in SSA and DHS databases.  Employees must have an SSN in order for E-Verify to confirm their eligibility to legally work in the United States.
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Item Numbers 18.a. - 18.b.  Country or Countries of Citizenship or Nationality. Provide the name of the country where you are a citizen and/or national. This is not necessarily the country where you were born. If you do not have citizenship in any country, type or print “stateless” and provide an explanation in Part 6. Additional Information.

Item Numbers 19.a. - 19.c. Place of Birth.  Enter the name of the city, town, or village; state or province; and country where you were born. Type or print the name of the country as it was named when you were born, even if the country’s name has changed or the country no longer exists.

Item Number 20.  Date of Birth.  Enter your date of birth in mm/dd/yyyy format in the space provided.  For example, type or print October 5, 1967, as 10/05/1967.

Item Number 21.  Form I-94 Arrival/Departure Record.  If U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) or USCIS issued you a Form I-94, Arrival/Departure Record, provide your Form I-94 number and date that your authorized period of stay expires or expired (as shown on your Form I-94). The Form I-94 number also is known as the Departure Number on some versions of Form I-94.
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Item Numbers 12.  Previous Application for Employment Authorization from USCIS.  If you have applied for employment authorization in the past, select “Yes” for Item Number 12.  Provide copies of your previous EADs, if available.
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Item Numbers 14.a. - 14.b.  Country or Countries of Citizenship or Nationality. Provide the name of the country where you are a citizen and/or national. This is not necessarily the country where you were born. If you do not have citizenship in any country, type or print “stateless” and provide an explanation in Part 6. Additional Information.

Item Numbers 15.a. - 15.c. Place of Birth.  Enter the name of the city, town, or village; state or province; and country where you were born. Type or print the name of the country as it was named when you were born, even if the country’s name has changed or the country no longer exists.

Item Number 16.  Date of Birth.  Enter your date of birth in mm/dd/yyyy format in the space provided.  For example, type or print October 5, 1967, as 10/05/1967.

Item Number 17.  Form I-94 Arrival/Departure Record.  If U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) or USCIS issued you a Form I-94, Arrival/Departure Record, provide your Form I-94 number and date that your authorized period of stay expires or expired (as shown on your Form I-94). The Form I-94 number also is known as the Departure Number on some versions of Form I-94.
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Penalties

If you knowingly and willfully falsify or conceal a material fact or submit a false document with your Form I-765, we will deny your Form I-765 and may deny any other immigration benefit.  In addition, you will face severe penalties provided by law and may be subject to criminal prosecution.
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SSA Privacy Act Statement

Sections 205(c) and 702 of the Social Security Act authorizes SSA to collect information to assign you an SSN and issue a Social Security card.  The information you furnish on this application is voluntary.  However, failure to provide the requested information may prevent SSA from issuing you an SSN and Social Security card.  SSA will maintain the information used to assign you an SSN and issue you a Social Security card in SSA’s system of records [Master Files of Social Security Number (SSN) Holders and SSN Applications, 60-0058].  Complete lists of approved routine uses for the information used to assign you an SSN and issue you a Social Security card are available in the System of Records Notice 60-0058, available at www.ssa.gov.
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DHS Privacy Notice

AUTHORITIES:  The information requested on this application, and the associated evidence, is collected under the Immigration and Nationality Act, 8 U.S.C. section 1324a, and 8 CFR 274a.13.
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