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Supplemental Justification

Information Collection Title: Strengthening Community Colleges Training Grants (Round 6) Funding Opportunity Announcement

Supplemental Supporting Statement A: Justification

[bookmark: _Toc207778202][bookmark: _Toc208654602][bookmark: _Toc228885476][bookmark: _Toc229889134]This request seeks OMB approval under the Paperwork Reduction Act for the unique information collection requirements in the Strengthening Community Colleges Training Grants program.

Round 6 of the Strengthening Community Colleges (SCC or SCC6) grants will fund community
colleges, with a singular focus on building program and system capacity for implementing and
scaling access to short-term training opportunities through Workforce Pell Grants—i.e.,
promoting industry-driven strategies, worker mobility, and integration with the larger state
workforce system (e.g., Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) partners) for
statewide impact. This sixth round of funding builds on the lessons learned from earlier SCC
rounds, as well as the legacy of the four rounds of Trade Adjustment Assistance Community
College and Career Training Grants. SCC6 aims to prioritize funding for statewide community
college systems, or consortia of multiple community colleges, to support states to build capacity
for the state-level workforce and education data sharing and data systems integration activities
necessary to demonstrate effective outcomes for programs seeking eligibility for the newly
authorized Workforce Pell Grants.

SCC6 also presents an opportunity for community colleges to continue their strong engagement
with industry, supporting coordination and alignment with employers to develop and/or enhance
existing high-quality, short-term programs for the newly authorized Workforce Pell Grants.
These programs must be portable and stackable along a career pathway, articulating into credit,
while also meeting the hiring requirements of employers in in-demand industries.
Eligible participants for SCC6 represent the broad population of community college students at
distinct and varied points in their education and workforce pathways, including new entrants to
the workforce, dislocated workers who have lost employment, and those currently working but
seeking additional skills.

Applications will include the following information collections:  1) Form SF-424 “Application for Federal Assistance,” separately cleared under OMB control number 4040-0004, 2) Project Budget, 3) Project Narrative, and 4) Attachments to the Project Narrative.  

Electronic availability:

This grant solicitation is available on the grants.gov website.  Based on past DOL experience, the Department anticipates that 100 percent of responses will be submitted electronically.

Small Entities:

This information collection will not have a significant impact on a substantial number of small entities.

Assurances of confidentiality:

These grant solicitations do not offer applicants assurances of confidentiality.

Special circumstances:

This FOA implicates no special circumstances.

Select Primary Affected Public with a “P” and all others that apply with an “X”: 
__	Individuals or households 
__	Farms 
__	Business or other for-profit 
__	Federal Government  
X_	Not-for-profit institutions 
[bookmark: _Hlk221613696]P_	State, Local or Tribal Government 

Burden:

Based on past experience, the DOL expects to receive approximately 125 applications from an equal number of respondents.  The ETA estimates public reporting burden for the information collection to average 50 hours per response for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining needed data, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.

125 applications x 50 hours = 6,250 hours

The DOL uses the hourly professional and business services industry earnings rate of $53.91.

6,250 hours x $53.91 = $336,937.50

The DOL associates no other burden costs with this information collection.  In addition to the application, each grantee will be required to submit quarterly financial, performance, and narrative reports to the ETA.  Those information collection requirements will be cleared under a separate control number.

Total burden: 125 respondents, 125 responses, 6,250 hours, $0 other cost burden.

Supplemental Supporting Statement B: Statistical Methods

This information collection does not employ statistical methods.
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