The Children’s Bureau (CB) expresses its appreciation to the public for the thoughtful and detailed comments in response to this information collection request on the CCWIS Automated Function Checklist and Data Quality Plan (OMB # 0970-0463) that helps ACF monitor and assess the implementation of CCWIS systems. In addition to comments specific to the information collection, many comments relate to underlying policy and are outside the scope of the purpose for which comments on the information collection were solicited. As specified in 44 U.S.C. §3501 et seq. these purposes are: whether the form and the information it collects are necessary for what the agency is trying to accomplish through the form and whether the information collected will have practical utility; to evaluate the paperwork burden of filling out the form and whether the agency’s estimate of the burden was correct; the usefulness of the information being collected on the form; and minimizing the form completion burden. Although many of the comments summarized below fall outside the scope of this specific information collection, CB extends its thanks to the public and will consider these comments in our future work. No changes were made to this information collection at this time. 
The CCWIS Automated Function Checklist and Data Quality Plan helps ACF monitor and assess the implementation of CCWIS systems, which are crucial for managing child welfare data. The automated function checklist has the following critical purposes: 1) it lists the automated components of a title IV-E agency’s planned Comprehensive Child Welfare Information System (CCWIS); and 2) helps title IV-E agencies determine if the functions support at least one requirement from 45 CFR 1355.52 or 1355.54, if the function is not unnecessarily duplicated, if the function is consistently used across the agency, and complies with CCWIS design requirements at 45 CFR 1355.53(a). Additionally, the automated function checklist is a foundational input into the CB’s determination of the amount of Federal Financial Participation (FFP) CCWIS qualifies for, thus it is a valuable aid in conserving federal tax dollars.
Data quality plans (DQPs) emphasize the value CB places on the validity, accuracy, and timeliness of the information entered and maintained in a CCWIS. The plans ensure that agencies establish data governance teams to manage and oversee data quality and support continuous improvement in correcting data and promoting quality. Moreover, DQPs help agencies ensure compliance with federal regulations and provide CB with the necessary information to ensure proper use of federal funding.


