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Overview of Information Collection:  

This is a revision to an existing collection. In accordance with Executive Orders 14148 and 14168, the form GSA 7437, Art in Architecture Program National Artist Registry, will be updated to eliminate the optional demographic information, which is no longer being collected.  The Privacy Act Statement will be revised to remove language referencing demographic information. 

1.  Need & Method for the Information Collection.

No law mandates that a percentage of federal construction budgets be spent to commission fine art.  The Art in Architecture (AiA) program is the result of a policy decision made in January 1963 by the U.S. General Services Administration's (GSA) Administrator Bernard L. Boudin, who served on the Ad Hoc Committee on Federal Office Space in 1961-62.  The Committee’s report to President Kennedy included the “Guiding Principles for Federal Architecture,” which detailed a new quality conscious Federal attitude toward architecture.  One point, which was omitted from the report because Administrator Boudin implemented it prior to the policy’s publication, was:

A modest portion of the cost of each new Federal office building, not to exceed one percent of the total expense, shall be allocated for the purchase of fine arts to be incorporated in the general design.  Emphasis should be placed on the work of living American artists, representing all trends of contemporary art, but this practice should not preclude the purchase of works of earlier periods where this would be appropriate.  In commissioning the work of living artists, competitions should be encouraged.

Administrator Boudin approved a policy of commissioning works of art for public buildings under GSA’s jurisdiction, custody, and control in an amount not to exceed one half of one percent of the construction cost.  

The requirement to commission artworks for federal buildings can be found in part 102-77 of the Federal Management Regulation (41 C.F.R. part 102-77).

The program has been modified over the years, most recently in 2022, to align with Executive Order (E.O.)14029 issued on May 14, 2021 “Revocation of Certain Presidential Actions and Technical Amendment,” and to support E.O. 13985 issued January 2021, titled “Advancing Racial Equity and Support for Underserved Communities Through the Federal Government.  E.O. 14029 revoked E.O. 13934 issued July 3, 2020, Building and Rebuilding Monuments to American Heroes.  E.O. 14189 of January 29, 2025 “Celebrating America’s 250th Birthday, revoked E.O.14129 and reinstates E.O. 13934.  As mandated by E.O. 13934, the AiA program must prioritize the commissioning of artworks that portray historically significant Americans or events of American historical significance, or that illustrate the ideals upon which the Nation was founded.  Priority is to be given to public-facing monuments to former Presidents of the United States, and to individuals and events relating to the discovery of America, the founding of the United States, and the abolition of slavery.  Such works of art are to be designed to be appreciated by the public and by those who use and interact with Federal buildings.  When an artwork commissioned by GSA is meant to depict a historically significant American, the artwork is required to be a lifelike or realistic representation of that person, not an abstract or modernist representation. 
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With the implementation of the 2025 policy, the AiA program seeks to commission works from American artists that “portray historically significant Americans or events of American historical significance or illustrate the ideals upon which our nation was founded.” Since 1972, GSA has awarded over 500 commissions to artists with established careers and artists of local and regional prominence.  In support of the AiA program’s goal to commission the most talented contemporary American artists to create works for the nation’s important new civic buildings, it is necessary to identify those artists.  The GSA National Artist Registry (Registry) offers the opportunity for artists across the country to participate and to be considered for commissions.

2.  Use of the Information. 

The Registry is a registry of artists who wish to be considered for commissions awarded by GSA to create artworks for Federal buildings.  In accordance with the 2020 AiA program policies and procedures, the Contracting Officer on each project posts a synopsis for artist selection in SAM.gov for a minimum of 30 days.  The synopsis provides information on how to be considered for a particular project, as well as how to be included in the Registry, and states that artists who want to be considered for any potential GSA commission must be included in the Registry.  Once in the Registry, an artist does not need to resubmit to be considered for a commission on future projects.  If an artist does not want to join the Registry, they may apply for individual commission opportunities

The Registry is the qualified list of eligible artists.  To establish the competitive field for a particular commission, the Technical Evaluation Board (Board) screens the Registry using the criteria and specific standards it has established for the project.  The Board is composed of GSA subject-matter experts; the Contracting Officer serves as an advisory member.

3.  Use of Information Technology.

GSA Form 7437 (Form) is available electronically at www.gsa.gov/artinarchitecture.  Artists may submit the form online through the GSA AiA website or by email as a pdf attachment.  Approximately 95% send the Form via the website and the supporting information via e-mail. Once received, the information from the Form, as well as from the artist’s resume, is uploaded into an electronic database to provide quick and thorough response to questions regarding artists and art works and to permit the compilation of the competitive field of artists to be considered for a particular commission.

4.  Non-duplication.

The AiA program is unique in the Federal Government; the Registry is operated in support of that program and is used specifically to review artists for GSA art commissions.  Each new or substantially renovated Federal building, U.S. courthouse, and land port of entry includes funds to commission artwork.  

5.  Burden on Small Business.

Each artist is required to submit the Form only once every ten years to be eligible to be considered for all future commissions; it is not necessary to express interest in each project announced in SAM.gov.

6.  Less Frequent Collection.

The Registry is the qualified list of eligible artists.  The Registry is open to all American artists (i.e., citizens and lawful permanent residents or permanent workers of the United States).  

7.  Paperwork Reduction Act Guidelines.

There are no such special circumstances for the Registry.

8.  Consultation and Public Comments.

As required by 5 C.F.R. 1320.8(d), public comments on the information collection requirement were solicited in the Federal Register at A 60-day notice was published in the Federal Register at 90 FR 15006 on April 7, 2025. A comment was received, however, it did not change the estimate of the burden. 

Comment:  The respondent indicated a suggestion that funding should be allocated towards areas beyond AIA. 

Response:  This comment is outside the scope of the information collection. 
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A 30-day notice published in the Federal Register at 90 FR 42012 on August 28, 2025.

9.  Gifts or Payment.

No payments or gifts will be given to respondents.

10.  Privacy & Confidentiality.

Submission of all personal information listed on the Form is voluntary; however, failure to provide that information would make it impossible to contact the respondent.  The information is collected under the general authority granted to GSA under subchapter I of chapter 5 of subtitle I and chapter 33 of subtitle II of title 40 of the United States Code.

The Privacy Act Statement is provided on the form provided to the respondent.

The Systems of Records Notice (SORNs) associated with this data collection is as follows:

GSA/PBS-7, The Museum System-TMS, 87 FR 41314 (July 12, 2022).

11.  Sensitive Questions.

GSA published a System of Records Notice, GSA/PBS-7 (The Museum System - TMS), in the Federal Register at 87 FR 41314, on July 12, 2022, to modify a system of records subject to the Privacy Act of 1974, 5 U.S.C. 552a.  The system provides for the collection of information to track and manage the AIA program, the Registry, and the fine arts collection.  The privacy information within the system will be accessed and used by GSA employees in the AIA and Fine Arts programs. 

12 & 13.  Burden Estimate. 

Total Annual Requests	         300
Estimates hours/response	x      0.25
Estimated total burden/hours	           75
Average Cost/hour		      $7.25
Total Cost to Public	              $543.75

The estimated number of respondents annually is approximately 300 individual artists, with each response requiring 15 minutes to complete, for a total of 75 hours.  The average cost per hour is estimated by using the Federal Minimum Wage.  The estimated cost per response is approximately $1.81.

14.  Estimated cost to the Government. 

Reviewing Time/hr 		          0.5
Requests/year			  x     300
Review Time/year		         150
Average Cost/hr	 	    $68.18
Total Government Cost	  $10,227

Based on the 150 burden hours to the Federal Government and using the hourly salary of a GS-13, step 5, AIA program staff member.

15.  Reasons for changes.

The updated Form 7437 eliminates the optional demographic and gender information, which is no longer being collected.  


16.  Publicizing Results.

Not applicable.

17.  OMB Not to Display Approval.

Not applicable.

18.  Exceptions to "Certification for Paperwork Reduction Submissions”.

Not applicable.

19. Surveys, Censuses, and Other Collections that Employ Statistical Methods. 

Not applicable.
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