OMB #: 0970-0356
Expiration Date: XX/XXXX

Appendix B: Introductory Letter from the Administration for Children and Families (ACF) 

Dear [CHILD WELFARE AGENCY ADMINISTRATOR],
Since 1999, the Administration for Children and Families (ACF) within the Department of Health and Human Services has sponsored the National Surveys of Child and Adolescent Well-Being (NSCAW) - a series of national, longitudinal surveys of children and families involved with the child welfare system (CWS). Three longitudinal NSCAW efforts launched in 1999, 2008, and 2017 have gathered a wealth of information about the functioning and well-being, service needs, and service utilization of CWS-involved children and families. Reports and research briefs describing findings from the prior NSCAW studies are publicly available on the ACF website. 

Building on this valuable foundation is a new state-based study design intended to better understand child and family well-being at the state- and national-level. The National and State Survey of Child and Adolescent Well-Being (or NSSCAW) will continue to focus on child and family well-being while elevating the importance of family needs and strengths, services, and contextual factors. The new state focus of NSSCAW is intended to build upon the information and findings gathered in prior studies and increase the study’s usefulness to states. 

I’m writing to request [AGENCY’s] input into the potential future study’s design and implementation, particularly informing how we select sites and ask them to participate in the study. 

A member of the NSSCAW study team – led by RTI International and Foster America – will share additional information about this effort.  I would like to extend my appreciation for the unique input and insights that I hope your agency will share with the study team. If you have any questions about the above information or any concerns you would like to discuss, please do not hesitate to contact me at [AGENCY OFFICIAL email address].

Sincerely,


[NAME AND TITLE OF AGENCY OFFICIAL]
Administration for Children and Families






Participation in the described collection of information is voluntary. An agency may not conduct, and a person is not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number. The OMB number for this information collection is XXX-XXXX and the expiration date is XX/XX/XXXX.

