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Nursing homes have reported nearly 571,000 confirmed cases of severe acute respiratory syndrome 
coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2) infection and coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19), resulting in over 112,000 
COVID-19-related deaths.1 The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has distributed 
funds to nursing homes and launched several initiatives to improve nursing home safety and infection 
control.2 AHRQ’s National Nursing Home COVID-19 Action Network (the Network) is a cornerstone of 
HHS’s response, intended to provide training and assistance to nursing homes on best practices to minimize 
transmission of SARS-CoV-2.3 The Network expands AHRQ’s programmatic efforts to address quality and 
safety in long-term care,4 and aligns with other agency efforts to provide COVID-19 guidance to nursing 
homes.5 As the pandemic continues, nursing homes require easy access and implementation support for up-
to-date best practices on SARS-CoV-2 infection control, COVID-19 care and management, and safety 
measures to protect residents and staff. 

AHRQ’s National Nursing Home COVID-19 Coordinating Center plays a critical, complementary role to the 
Network as a bridge between AHRQ’s initiatives and the nursing home quality improvement (QI) 
community that: 1) engages scientific and policy stakeholders to identify safety needs and best practices, 2) 
ensures coordinated development and dissemination of QI tools and other resources, and 3) assesses the 
impact of the Network to inform the nation’s COVID-19 response. 
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