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School IPM Award Applications

The application is fillin form, which will allow you to save what you have filled in on your computer and submit it lecironically via
email.

You may need a PDF reader to view some of the files on this page. See EPA’s About PDF page to learn more.

+ Tier 1 - Great Start Award Application (PDF) (3 pp, 322K

« Tier2 - Leadership Award Application {PDF) (3 pp, 401 K}

+ Tier 3- Excellence Award Application (PDF) (12 pp, 365 )

+ Tier4 - Sustained Excellence Award Application (PDF) (16 pp, 406 K}
« Tier5 - Connector Award Application (PDF) (s pp, 255 K)
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School IPM Recognition

EPA is developing a program to provide recognition for school districts across the nation that are working towards or have achieved a level
of success with their school integrated pest management (IPM) programs.

School IPM Awards Program Goal

The agency’s awards program is an incentive-based program that will recognize schools for
IPM iz 2 sustsinable spproach to

pests by comb

cultural, physical and chemical toolsin s

implementing IPM programs. The program will take into account your challenges and
systemically provide educational and recognition opportunities for your district. There will
be five award categories that reflect your level of effort and the success that your district

way that minimizes sconomic, heslth and
achieves.

enviranmental rizks. Implementing an
IPM program provides an opportunity to

EPA School IPM Award Levels create s safer and healthier learning

enviranment by helping to mansge pests,

reduce children’s exposure to pesticides,
Great Start Award and reduce pesticide use and pest
The Great Start Award is available to school districts that are in the initial stages of complaints.

implementing an effective IPM program. Qualifying schools are those that have selected an
IPM coordinator and created a written IPM policy.

Leadership Award

The Leadership Award is available to schools and/or school districts with a senior-level commitment to establish and maintain a
sustainable IPM program aswell as to relate your IPM strategies to the framework for effective school IPM programs (i.e., Organize, Assess,
Plan, Act, Evaluate, and Communicate).

Excellence Award

The Excellence Award is available to school districts demaonstrating that their IPM program is comprehensive, effective and moving
toward being institutionalized as part of a comprehensive environmental health program in the district. Specifically, EPA will look for
evidence that:

« the critical components that lead to program effectiveness (i.e., six school IPM objectives (PDF) (15 pp, 400 K, About PDF) ) are embodied in
the school envir tal health t program;

= an established system exists to ensure consistent and sustained action to identify, address and prevent pest problems; and
+ the program is achieving results.



Model of Sustained Excellence

The Model of Sustained Excellence Award is available to school districts demonstrating that their program is comprehensive, effective, and

sustained and institutionalized as part of a comprehensive environmental health program. Specifically, evidence is required to document
that the district:

+ previously won the Excellence Award, which shows that they have already successfully implemented and are sustaining the actions

associated with effective school IPM programs;

-

established leng-term school IPM goals;

tracked the results of their program; and
+ utilized district-wide communication and established school IPM policies.
Connector Award

The Connector Award is designed to give national recognition to individuals and organizations whose actions and initiatives support
improved school environmental health in their community, region, state, or even nationally. There is a special focus on actions and

initiatives that reflect the spirit of the school IPM Cennector such as:

+ Developing innovative initiatives, approaches, tools or resources that have contributed to improved school IPM and indoor
environments;

+ Bringing people or IPM programs together to provide mutual assistance and support in school IPM program implementation;

+ Providing leadership/mentorship of school or school district IPM programs;

» Providing technical assistance in [PM program implementation;

+ Increasing studentinvolvement in IPM, such as involving science and environmental clubs; and

= Taking actions and initiative to foster interconnectedness and mutual support that provide demonstrable results.
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School IPM Great Start Award

The U.5. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) School Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Great Start Award is presented to schoaol
districts that have made a commitment to implement an effective Integrated Pest Management program and that have taken the first steps
towards implementing IPM. The Great Start Award is one of five tiers of IPM awards, which the EPA presents to school districts or

individuals. To find out which tier of recognition is the best fit for your district, visit [https:/fwww.epa.gov/managing-pests-schools/school-
ipm-awards-program].

Recipients of the School IPM Great Start Award will receive:
+ A “Great Start in School IPM™ certificate signed by an EPA official;
+ Recognition on EPA’s web site;
+ Access to topical webinars, trainings, events and recognition and mentoring opportunities; and
+ Regular e-mail updates aimed at advancing your school IPM program.

Eligibility
For a schoaol district to receive the Great Start Award, the district must:

+ Comply with all state laws;

+ Only allow pesticides to be applied by a certified pesticide applicator;

+ Have a designated IPM Coordinator that is receiving regular IPM training;
+ Hawe a written IPM Policy;

+ Complete a self-assessment [add link for assessment exmaple] using an IPM checklist which addresses the pest-conducive conditions
and pest problems present in the district.

How to Apply

Interested candidates should complete the attached application and submit the application by e-mail Only.

+ E-mail: ipm@epa.gov
+ Subject: {You School District’s Name} — Great Start Aweard Application

The application is a fill-in form, which will allow you to save what you have filled in on your computer and submit it electronically via
e-mail.

Applications for the Great Start Award are accepted year-round on a non-competitive basis. For specific questions concerning the award
application, please contact:

Jennifer Lemon [Add email], Team Leader, Environmental Stewardship Branch

Paperwork Reduction Action Notice: The public reporting and record keeping burden for this collection is estimated to
average about 4 hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources,
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. This is a
voluntary collection. An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and & person is not required to respond to, a collection of
information unless it displays a valid OMBE Control Number. The OME Control Number of this collection is 2070-0200.
Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including
suggestions for reducing the burden, to Director, Collection Strategies Division (Mail Code 2822T), U.5. Environmental
Protection Agency, Washington, DC 20460. Include the OMS control number in any correspondence, but do not submit
the form or report to this address. The form should be submitted in accordance with the instructions for the form.

Guidance for Completing the Great Start Application

Clarification of the terms used in the attached application, guidance about how to get started with IPM in your school district, and an IPM
self-assessment checklist can be found at (Insert website].
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Tier 1 Great Start Award Application

School System/District Information

Please provide all of the information requested in the table below. Note: If the contact person
for this application is not in school during the summer break, please provide additional contact
P o (e g, cell phone, ) to allow EPA to contact you if necessary
about your application.

The application is a fill-in form, which will allow you to ype your answers directly
form, save what you have filled in an your compnter, and submit it electronically via e-mail

IPM Coordinator Contact Information
School SystenDistrict Name.

Name of IPM Coordinator

Title
[ Department
Address

Cily, Siale, Zip Code
Telephone

Fax Number
E-mail Address

School System/District Profile

Total Number of Students

Total Number of Staff

Total Number of F acilibes in Your
System/District (e.g., 45 schools, §
educational support buildings)
Age Rangs of All System/Distnct Faciibes
(e.g., 5-90 years old)

Total Square Footage () of All
System/District Faclilies (e g., 1.5 millon
)

Total School Distict Budget
‘Number of School Faciliies in Your

School System/District Participating in the

School IPM Program
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Self-Assessment: Have you completed a self-assessment using an IPM checklist for some or all
of the facilities in your district? An example of a self-assessment checklist can be found at [nsert
link]. For what portion of the facilities in your district has an IPM self-assessment been
completed? Your application will be evaluated on whether you have completed a self-assessment
for at least some of the schools in your district, not on the findings of the self-assessment. Please
attach a copy of the completed checklist's to this application. (limit nammative 500 characters)

Certified Applicator: Are all pesticide applications in your district performed by a certified
applicator? Please attach proof of certification to this application.

Marrative: Please use the space below to detail any aspects of your district’s Integrated Pest
Management program which you have not mentioned anywhere else in this application. (limat
narrative 500 characters)
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School IPM Leadership Award

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) School Integrated Past Management (IPM) Leadership Award is presented to schaols

and/orschool districts who make a senior-level establish IPM programs. The Leadership Award is
one of five tiers of IPM awards, which the EPA presents to scheol districts or Individuals. Te find out which tier is the bestfit for your district,
visit [https: epa.gov o o P 4

Recipients of the School IPM Leadership Award will receive:
« A“Leadership in School IPM” certificate signed by an EPA official;
+ Recagnition on EPA’s web site;
- Access totopical web conference calls, training, events, and recognition and mentoring opportunities; and
+ Regular e-mail updates aimed at advaneing your school IPM program.

Eligibility
For a school district to receive the National Leadership Award, the district must:

+ Meet all requirements of the Great Start Award, including complisnce with all relevant state lavs;
- Form an Environmental Health/IPM Committee;

+ Provide IPM education for Custodial, Maintansnce, Groundskeeper, Kitchen, and Health stsff members;
+ Have a written IPM Plan in place:

- Conduct monthly inspections including insect and rodent monitoring stations;

+ Provide pesticide use records and menitoring records;

+ Store and notify the p they are used;

+ Maintain trash areas and keep dumpsters at least 50 feet from any school facility;
- Use door sweeps; and

+ Manage vegetation near bulldings.
How to Apply

Interested th ion and submit via email

+ E-mait: ipm@cps gov
- Subject: [You School District’s Name] - Leadership Award Application

The agplication is a fill-in form, which will allow you Lo save what you have filled in s itit
via e-mail.

Paperwork Reduction Action Motice: The public reporting and record keeping burden for this collection is estimated to
average about 38 hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources,
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. This iz a
voluntary collection. An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of
information unless it displays & valid OMB Control Mumber. The OMB Contral Number of this collection is 2070-0200.
Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including
suggestions for reducing the burden, to Director, Collection Strategies Division (Mail Code 2822T), U.5. Environmental
Protection Agency, Washington, DC 20460. Include the OMS control number in any correspondence, but do not submit
the form or report to this address. The form should be submitted in accordance with the instructions for the form.

Guidance for Completing the Leadership Application
Clarification of the terms used in the attached application can be found at [IRSEHEWEBSIEE]

Contact Us to ask s question, provide feedback, or reporta problem.
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Tier 2 Leadership Award Application

School/School District Contact Information

Please provide all of the information requested 1n the table below. If you are submutting this
application on behalf of an organization, please provide the organization’s information rather
than your own unless indicated otherwise.

The application is a fill-in form, which will allow vou to type vour answers directly into the
form, save what vou have filled in on vour computer, and submit it electronically via e-mail.

IPM Coordinator Contact Information
School System/District Name
Name(s) of IPM Coordinator
and IPM Team Members (if
necessary, please include
an additional sheet listing all
IPM Team members)
Title
Department
Address
City, State, Zip Code
Telephone
Fax Number
E-mail Address

School System/District Profile

Total Mumber of Students
Total Mumber of Staff

Total Number of Facilities in
Your System/Distnct (e.g., 45
schools, 5 educational
support buildings)

Age Range of All
System/District Facilities
(e.g., 5-90 years old)

Total Square Footage (ftz) of

All System/District Facilities
{e.g., 1.5 million ftz)

Total School District Budget
Number of School Facilities in
Your School System/District
Participating in the School
IPM Program

Please review the statements in each section and check all boxes that apply to your school or
school district IPM program.



School System/District Information Statement of
Compliance with State Law

Leertify that[ | School District is in compliance with the laws of the

Stateof | including the laws that pertain to pest management and pesticide
application.

Signature Print Name Date

Your District’s Integrated Pest Management Program

Great Start Award: Has your district previously received the Great Start Award? If so, please
state when your district received the award. If not, please briefly explain how your district
meets the requirements of the Great Start award (information on the Great Start award can be
found on the same website as the information for the Leadership award:

https://www_epa gov/managing-pests-schools/school-ipm-awards-program. (limit narrative to
500 characters)




Environmental Hezlth/IPM Committee: Please descnibe the structure, membership,
responsibilities, and activities of your school distnct’s Environmental Health/ TPM
Commuittee (limit narrative to 500 characters)




Staff Education: Please discuss the IPM education your distnct provides for Custodial,
Maintenance, Groundskeeper, Kitchen, and Health staff members. Make sure to note the
frequency, duration, and structure of this education. If vou have any documents used in this
process, please attach them to this application. (limit narrative to 300 characters)




IPM Plan: Does your district have a written IPM Policy? A sample IPM Plan can be found at
https://'www epa gov/managing-pests-schools/ipm-schools-model-pesticide-safety-and-ipm-

muidance-policy-scheol-districts. Please attach a copy of your school district’s IPM Plan
to this application.

Inspecticns: Does your district conduct monthly inspections including the use of insect and
rodent monitoring stations? Please explain your distriet’s process for camrying out these
mspections. If vou have any documents relevant for this item, such as a sample
inspection form, please attach them to this application. (limit narrative to 500 characters)




Pesticide Use and Monitoring Records: Dees your district keep records of pesticide use
and of the results of its monthly inspections? Please describe your district’s process for
keeping these records and, if your distnet does so, reviewing and taking action based on the
records. Please attach a copy of a pesticide use record used by vour district to this
application (can be a sample form or an actually used form). (limut narrative to 300
characters)




Pesticide MNotification and Storage: Does your district follow the recommended procedures
for pesticide use notification and pesticide storage? Please describe how your district notifies
the public of pesticide use and how pesticides are stored in your district. If vou have any
supporting decumentation, such as a sample notification letter or posting, or photos of
vour pesticide storage area, please attach it to this application.

(limit narrative to 300 characters)




Trash Areas and Dumpsters: Does your district meet the requirements for proper
maintenance, samtation, and placement of trash areas and dumpsters? If vou would like to
provide photos of trash areas and dumpsters in vour district, please attach them to this
application. (limit narrative to 300 characters)

Door Sweeps: Has your district installed door sweeps on exterior doors and are the door
sweeps of proper quality? Please mentfion, if available, the brand of the door sweeps your
district uses. (limit narrative to 300 characters)

Vegetation near Buildings: What 15 your district’s policy regarding vegetation near
buildings? Does your distnict meet the given requirements for visibility between stmctures
and vegetation? (limit narrative to 300 characters)




Marrative: Please use the space below to detail any aspects of your distnct’s Integrated Pest
Management program which you have not mentioned anywhere else in this application.
(limit narrative to 500 characters)
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School IPM Excellence Award

The U.S. Enviranmental Protection Agency’s (EPA] School Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Excellence Award is presented to schoal
districks that have impl ted lary IPM prog The Excellence Award is one of five tiers of IPM awards, which the EPA presents to
school districts or individuals. To find out which tier is the best fit for your district, visit [https!//www.epa.gov/managing-pests-

schoolsfschool-ipm-awasrds-program].

Recipients of the School IPM Excellence Award will receive:

= An “Excellence in School IPM™ certificate signed by an EPA official;

+ Participation in an in-persan Awards ceremony

+ Recognition on EPA's Web site;

= Access to topical web conference calls, training, events and recognition and mentoring opportunities; and
« Regular e-mail updates aimed at advancing your school IPM program,

Eligibility
For a school district to receive the Excellence Award, the district must:

» Meet all of the requirements of the Leadership Award, including compliance with all relevant state laws;

= Prowve that the Environmental Health Committee, Pest Management Professional & school administration follow the IPM Plan
proactively;

+ Update the IPM plan snnually;

+ Prowide IPM education and sward certificates to all staff including teachers and coaches;

= Conduct full quarterly inspections;

+ Heep detailed maintenance and pest complaint records;

« Follow guidelines for pesticide selection and application;

= Exercise proper sanitation including: proper foed storage, clean and sanitary; kitchens and clutber-free classreoms and buildings;
« Keep structures free of gaps, holes and other pest entry points; and
+ Mainkain the cleanliness of building exteriars.

Paperwork Reduction Action Notice: The public reporting and record keeping burden for this collection is estimated to
average about 22 hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources,
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Thisis a
voluntary collection. An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of
infarmation unless it displays a valid OMB Control Number. The OMB Control Number of this collection is 2070-0200.
Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including
suggestions for reducing the burden, to Director, Collection Strategies Division (Mail Code 2822T), U.5. Environmental
Protection Agency, Washington, DC 20460. Include the OMS control number in any correspondence, but do not submit
the form or report to this address. The form should be submitted in accordance with the instructions for the form.

How to Apply

Interested candidates should complate the attached appliation and submit th viae-mail,

- E-mail: ipm:

- Subject: [You School District's Name] - Excellence Award Application

The application is o fill-in form, which will allow you to save what you have filled in on your computer and submit it clectronically
via e-mail.

Applications for the Excellence Award are should be submitted by Nowember 1st [Date TBD]. Awardees will be selected by the following.
January. For specific questions concerning the sward application, please contact:

Jennifer Lemon (Link Lemon jennifer@epa.gov), Team Leader, Environmental Stewardship Branch

Guidance for Completing the Excellence Application

Clarification of the terms used in lication can be found st [ins; ite].

Contact Us to ask a question, provide feedback, or report a problem.

Discover. Connect. Ask.
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Tier 3 Excellence Award Application

School System/District Information

Please provide all of the information requested in the table below. Note: If the contact
person for this application is not in school during the summer break, please provide
addifienal contact information (e.g., cell phone, alternate contacts) to allow EPA to
contact you if necessary about your application.

The application is a fill-in form, which will allow vou to type vour answers directly
into the form, save what you have filled in on vour computer, and submit it
electronically via e-mail.

IPM Coordinator Contact Information

School System/District Name:

MName of IPM Coordinator

Title

Department

Address

City, State, Zip Code
Telephone

Fax Number

E-mail Address

School SystemiDistrict Profile

Total Number of Students

Total Number of Staff

Total Number of Facilities in Your

System/District (e.g., 45 schools, 5
educational support buildings)

Age Range of All SystemiDistrict Facilities
{e.g., 5-90 years old)

Total Square Footage (ftf) of All
System/District Facilities (=.g., 1.5 million

ftd)
Total School District Budget

MNumber of School Faciliies in Your

School System/District Paricipating in the
School IPM Program
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oordination of IPM Plan, Committee, Administration, and Pest Management
Professional: To qualify for the Excellence Award, a district must not only have an IPM
Plan and Environmental Health TPM Commuittes but also demonstrate that the Plan is being
implemented and that the Commuttee is involved with the decisions of the district’s
admimistration and pest management professionals. Please describe how your district’s pest
management professional works with your distnict’s IPM Plan and how the Environmental
Health TPM Commifttes interacts with district administration and pest management
professionals. (Limit narrative to 1300 characters)




IPM Plzn Updates: To be successful, an IPM Plan must be adaptive to changing
condiions and needs. The IPM Plan must be updated annually to meet the critena of the
Excellence Award: please describe the process by which your district updates its IPM Plan.
Who is responsible for updating the plan? What factors are considered? (limut narrative to

1500 characters)




Staff Education: The Excellence Award requires that all staff. including teachers, coaches,
and administrative staff, receive IPM education and certificates (see application guide for
specific requirements). Please describe the education your district provides to staff. If vou
have documents used for IPM education, such as lesson plans or training modules,
please attach it to this application. (limit namrative to 1500 characters)




Full Quarterly Inspecticns: In addition to the monthly monitoring inspections required at
the Leadership Award level. the Excellence Award requires that your district conduet full
mspections on a quarterly basis. These full inspections should be conducted by the IPM
Ceordinator and at least one other member of the Committee, accompanied by the district’s
pest management professional if the distnict confracts services from a pest management
professional. Please descnibe the process used in these mspections. If vou have any
documents used for these inspections, please attach them to this application. (Lt
narrative to 1300 characters)




Pest Sighting and Maintenance Rec Please describe how your school monitors and
records pest sightings and pest-related maintenance issues. Please attach the forms used
for pest sightings and maintenance requests to this application. (limit narrative to 1500

characters)




Pesticide Selection and Application: Please describe your distnict’s process for
determining when and how to use pesticides, which pesticides your district uses, and how
frequently your district uses those pesticides. This includes any pesticides used by outside
contracters. If you have a document explaining your district’s pesticide selection and
application protocol, please attach it to this application. (limit narmative to 1300
characters)
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Exterior Clutter and Harborage: Please venfy that your distnict controls chatter and
harborage on school grounds. Explain how your district monitors for clutter and harborage
and how it addresses it when it is identified. Again, it is recommended that vou submit a
filled-in checklist to support your application. (limit narrative to 1300 characters)
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Marrative: Please use the space below to detail any aspects of your distnict’s Integrated
Pest Management program which yvou have not mentioned anywhere else in this
application. (limit narrative to 1500 characters)
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School IPM Sustained Excellence Award

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) School Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Sustained Excellence Award is presented to
school districts that have been given the Excellence Award in the past and that have demonstrated the continued success and
sustainability of their IPM programs. The Sustained Excellence Award is one of five tiers of IPM awards, which the EPA presents to school

districts or individuals. To find out which tier is the best fit for your district, visit [https://www.epa.gov/managing-pests-schools/school-
ipm-awards-program].

Recipients of the School IPM Sustained Excellence Award will receive:

+ A“Sustained Excellence in School IPM” certificate signed by an EPA official;

+ Participate in an in-person awards cermony

+ Recognition on EPA’s web site;

+ Access to topical webinars, trainings, events and recognition and mentoring opportunities; and
+ Regular e-mail updates aimed at advancing your school IPM program.

Eligibility
For a school district to receive the Sustained Excellence Award, the district must:

+ Have received the Excellence Award at least two years prior to applying for the Sustained Excellence award;
+ Presently meet all requirements for receiving the Excellence award;

+ Provide documentation of its method for making its IPM program sustainable;

+ Provide documentation of the results its IPM program has achieved; and

+ Demonstrate how it has communicated about its [PM program both internally and externally.

How to Apply

Interested candidates should complete the attached application and submit the application by e-mail.

+ E-mail: ipm@epa.gov
+ Subject: {You School District’s Name} - Sustained Excellence Award Application

The application is a fill-in form, which will allow you to save what you have filled in on your computer and submit it electronically
via e-mail.

Applications for the Sustained Excellence Award for a given year should be submitted by November 1st [Date TED] Awardees will be
selected by the following January. For specific questions concerning the award application, please contact:

Jennifer Lemen (Link Lemon.jennifer@epa.gov), Team Leader, Environmental Stewardship Branch

Paperwork Reduction Action Motice: The public reporting and record keeping burden for this collection is estimated to
average about 31 hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources,
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. This is a
voluntary cellection. An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of
information unless it displays a valid OMB Control Mumber. The OMB Control Mumber of this collection is 2070-0200.
Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including
suggestions for reducing the burden, to Director, Collection Strategies Division (Mail Code 2822T), U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, Washington, DC 20460. Include the OMS control number in any correspondence, but do not submit
the form or report to this address. The form should be submitted in accordance with the instructions for the form.



Tier 4 Sustained Excellence Award Application

School System/District Information

Please provide all of the information requested in the table below. Note: If the contact
person for this application 15 not in school dunng the summer break, please provide
additional contact information (e.g.. cell phone, altemate contacts) to allow EPA to
contact you if necessary about your application

The application is a fill-in form, which will allow you to type your answers
directly into the form, save what you have filled in on your computer, and
submit it electronically via e-mail.

IPM Coordinator Contact Information

School System/District Name:

Mame of IPM Coordinator

Title

nt

Address

City, State, 7ip Code

Telephone

Fax Number

E-mail Address

School System/District Profile

Total Number of Students

Total Number of Staff

Total Number of Facilities in Your

System/District (e.g., 45 schools, 5
educational support buildings)

Age Range of All SystemiDiistrict Facilities
(e.g., 5-90 years old)

Total Square Footage (ftz) of All
System/District Facilities (e.g., 1.5 million
%)

Total School District Budget

Mumber of School Faciliies in Your

School System/District Participating in the
School IPM Program




Statement of C‘uln!:nli:m-:e with State Law
I certify that School District is in compliance with the Iaws of the
State of L including the laws that pertain to pest management and

pesticide application.

Signature Print Name Date

Your District’s Integrated Pest Management Program

Previous Excellence Award: When did your school distnct receive the Excellence
Award?




IPM STAR: If your school district currently has certification through the IPM STAR
program, it automatically meets the cntena of the Excellence Award (it still must
demonstrate that it meets the additional critena required by the Sustained Excellence
Award, though). If your district is IPM STAR-certified, please attach documentation
that confirms this certification to this application.

Leadership Award: Please affirm that your district meets the critena to receive the
Leadership Award The requirements of the Leadership Award are available at this
website: [insert website]. The IPM Plan is an especially important component of the
Leadership Award criteria and is also necessary to meet the criteria of the Excellence
Award. Please attach vour district’s written IPM Plan to this application. (Limit
narrative to 1500 characters)

narrative to 1500 characters




Coordination of IPM Plan, Committee, Administration, and Pest Management
Professional: To qualify for the Sustained Excellence Award, a district must not only
have an IPM Plan and Environmental Health TPM Committes but also demonstrate that
the Plan is being implemented and that the Commuttee is involved with the decisions of
the district’s admimistration and pest management professionals. Please descnibe how
your district’s pest management professional works with your distniet’s IPM Plan and
how the Environmental Health TPM Committee interacts with district administration and
pest management professionals. (Limut narrative to 1500 characters)




IPM Plzn Updates: To be successful, an IPM Plan must be adaptive to changing
conditions and needs. The IPM Plan must be updated annually to meet the criteria of the
Sustained Excellence Award; please describe the process by which your district updates
its IPM Plan. Who is responsible for updating the plan? What factors are considered?
(Limit narrative to 1500 characters)

wh



Staff Education: The Sustained Excellence Award requires that all staff, including
teachers, coaches, and administrative staff, receive [PM education and certificates (zee
application gude for specific requirements). Please describe the education your district
provides to staff. If vou have documents used for IPM education. such as lesson plans

or training modules, please attach it to this application. (Linnit narrative to 1300
characters)




Full Quarterly Inspections: In addition to the monthly monitoring inspections required
at the Leadership Award level, the Sustained Excellence Award requires that your distrct
conduct full inspections on a quarterly basis. These full inspections should be conducted
by the IPM Coordinator and at least one other member of the Committee, accompanied
by the district’s pest management professional if the district contracts services from a
pest management professional. Please describe the process used in these mspechons. If
vou have any documents used for these inspections, please attach them to this
application. (Limit narrative to 1300 characters)

-1



Pest Sighting and Maintenance Records: Please describe how your school monitors
and records pest sightings and pest-related maintenance issues. Please attach the forms
used for pest sightings and maintenance requests to this application. (Limit narrative
to 1300 characters)




Pesticide Selection and Application: Please describe your distnict’s process for
determining when and how to use pesticides, which pesticides your district uses, and how
frequently your district uses those pesticides. This includes any pesticides used by outside
contractors. If you have a document explaining your district’s pesticide selection and
application protocel, please attach it to this application. (Limit narrative to 1500

characters)




Food Storage, Kitchen Sanitation, and Interior Clutter: How does your district control
food storage, samtation, and clutter so as to mininize pest-conducive conditions mside
school bwldings? It is advised that vou submit a filled-in checklist (of the same tvpe
used in the Great Start Award application) to verify vour district’s control of these
factors. In addition, please attach to this application anv other documents that
might be helpful in establishing vour district’s sanitation policies and conditions.
(Limit narrative to 1500 characters)

10



Entry Points: Please verify that your district’s stuctures are free of gaps, holes, and other
enfry points for pests. These are pnmanly on the exterior of buildings, although intenor
gaps should be addressed as well. Please explain the process by which your district
monitors for entry points and addresses them when they are identified. It is
recommended that vou submit a filled-in checklist (as in the previous requirement)
to verify vour district’s control of structural entry points, (Limit narrative to 1500
characters)

11



Exterior Clutter and Harborage: Please venfy that your district controls clutter and

harborage on school grounds. Explain how your district monitors for clutter and
harborage and how it addresses it when it 15 1dentified. Again, it is recommended that
vou submit a filled-in checklist to support vour application. (Limit narrative to 1300

characters)




Program Sustainability: Please describe your school district’s strategy and efforts to
make its School IPM program sustainable. If vou have a written sustainability plan,
please attach it to this application.

Questions to consider:

Since winning the Excellence Award, what steps have you taken to put in place
policies or procedures that ensure your IPM plan will be sustained on a long-term
basis?

How has the role of your [PM Coordinator/TPM Team changed over time? How
have you ensured the continued buy-in from team members, decision-makers,
staff. and the community over the years? How do you keep staff and others up-to-
date on your pregram and changes in policies or procedures related to IPM?
What steps have you taken to ensure that your IPM program maintains top-level
administrative support? For example, how do you engage new system
administrators about IPM issues and your IPM program? How have you used
administrators as advocates for your IPM program?

What obstacles have you encountered in advancing and sustaiming your IPM
program? What steps have you taken to address these obstacles? How has
receiving a National Excellence Award helped you to advance your program and
address challenges?

How do you maintain awareness of and support for your [PM program now that it
is established (and may be “old news™)? How has receiving a National Excellence
Award helped you to raise and sustain program awareness? (Limit narmrative to
1500 characters)
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Program Results: Please provide documentation of the results your district has achieved
using its School IPM program. Note that there are no quanfitative requirements for
success here; the intention mn asking for decumented results is to ensure that results are
bemng collected. Possible items to document can include pest sightings. pesticide
application changes, mussed school days, asthma incidents, financial benefits. or any
other quantities that can indicate IPM progress. Please attach vour decumented results
to this application. (Limit narrative to 1500 characters)

14



Program Communication: An effective commmmications strategy (both internal to the
school system and external to the broader commmity) is a critical compenent of an effective,
sustainable [PM program. In this section, describe how you conummicate to your school
community your [IPM program’s goals, outcomes, and improvements, paying particular
attention to how your communications have changed as your program has matured. It is also
important to describe how you have used effective commmications to ensure continued
support for your program and whether you have provided assistance to other school systems
seeking te improve their IPM. If vou have a written communication plan, please attach
it to this application. (Limit namrative to 1500 characters)




Marrative: Please use the space below to detail any aspects of your district’s Integrated
Pest Management program which you have not mentioned anywhere else in this
application. (Limit narrative to 1500 characters)

16



School Integrated Pest Management Connector
Award

The U.5. Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) School Integrated Pest Management {IPM) School IPM Connector Award is presented to
individuals and organizations that have contributed to the adoption and use of IPM policies in school districts at the community, state,
region, or national level. The Connector Award is one of five levels of IPM awards which the EPA presents to school districts or individuals.
To find owt which level of recognition is the best fit for your district, visit [https!//www.epa.gov/managing-pests-schools/school-ipm-
awards-program].

Recipients of the School IPM Connector Award will receive:

« A"“Connector for School IPM" certificate signed by an EPA official;

« Participate In an in-person recognition ceremony

« Recognition on EPA's web site;

+ Access to topical webinars, trainings, events and recognition and mentoring opportunities;and
« Regular e-mail updates aimed at advancing your school IPM program.

Eligibility
For an individual or organization to receive the Connector Award, the individual or organization must:

« Provide a detailed account of their actions contributing to school IPM, with documentation of efforts to assess the results of those
actions;

+ Describe how they communicated with relevant educational entities (schools, school districts, state boards of education, ete.) to
facilitate their IPM efforts;

+ Demonstrate how their efforts will result in sustainable changes; and

+ Provide documentation of an endorsement from at least one educational entity in order to verify the significance of their activities.

How to Apply

Interested candidates should complete the attached application and submit the application by e-mail.

« E-mail: ipm@epa.gov
+ Subject: {You School District’s Name} - Connector Award Application

The application is a fill-in form, which will allow you to save what you have filled in on your computer and submit it electronically

via e-mail.

Applications for the Connector Award for a given year should be submitted by November 1st [Date TBD]. Awardees will be selected by the
following January. For specific questions concerning the award application, please contact:

Jennifer Lemon (Link Lemon.jennifer@epa.gov), Team Leader, Environmental Stewardship Brnach

Guidance for Completing the Connector Application

Clarification of the terms used in the attached application, guidance about how to get started with IPM in your school district, and an IPM
self-assessment checklist can be found at [insert website].

Contact Us to ask a question, provide feedback, or report a problem.

Paperwork Reduction Action Motice: The public reporting and record keeping burden for this collection is estimated to
average about 14 hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources,
gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. This is a
voluntary collection. An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of
information unless it displays a valid OMB Control Mumber. The OMB Control Mumber of this collection is 2070-0200.
Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including
suggestions for reducing the burden, to Director, Collection Strategies Division (Mail Code 2822T), U.5. Environmental
Protection Agency, Washington, DC 20460. Include the OMS control number in any correspondence, but do not submit
the form or report to this address. The form should be submitted in accordance with the instructions for the form.



Tier 5 Connector Award Application

Individual/Organization Information

Please provide all of the information requested m the table below. Note: If the contact person for
this application 1s not 1 school durmg the summer break. please provide additional contact
information (e.g., cell phone, alternate contacts) to allow EPA to contact you if necessary about
your application.

The application is a fill-in form, which will allow you to type your answers directly into the
form, save what vou have filled in on your computer, and submit it electronically via e-mail.

Contact Information

Name (Individual or Organization)

Name of Key Contacts (if Organization)

Title

City, State, Zip Code

Telephone

E-mail Address

Contact Information of Person Providing Endorsement

Name | |

Title

Organization | |

E-mail Address




Your Contributions to School IPM

Pt Actions: Please provide a summary of your (or your erganization’s) efforts contributing to
the adoption, implementation, and/or improvement of IPM practices in the educational setting.

(limit your narrative to 3000 characters)

Page 2 of 6



Results: Please describe how you or your organization measured the results of your efforts. Note

that the nature of such results will vary widely depending on the nature of the actions taken.
Pleasze attach any relevant results to this application.

(limit your narrative to 3000 characters)

Page 3 of 6



Communication: Please describe how you or your organization commumicated with educational
entities {:choola school districts, state boards of education, etc.) and other community members
as part of your efforts toward advancing School IPM. If vou have a written communication
plan, please attach it to this application.

(it your narrative to 3000 characters)
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sustainability: Please describe how you or your organization has ensured or will ensure that the
changes resulting from your efforts will be sustained in the fiture, or how You or your
org:amzahon has maintained or will maintain your efforts i the future. If you have a written
sustainability plan, please attach it to this application.

(limit your narrative to 3000 characters)

Page 5 of 6



Endorsement: Please provide documentation of an endorsement from an educational entity
mvolved with your efforts that verifies the significance of your IPM activities. This endorsement
can come from any level of the educational system, but it should match the general level of your
activities; if your work mostly was with individual schools or districts, an endorsement could
come from a principal or superintendent. but 1f you worked on state policy 1ssues. the
endorsement should come from a state official or entity. The endorsement should be no more
than one page single-spaced and should be placed on official letterhead. Please attach your
endorsement to this application.
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