
1. Household Component Core Instrument. The core instrument collects data about 
persons in sample households. Topical areas asked in each round of interviewing include 
priority condition enumeration, health status, health care utilization including prescribed 
medicines, expenses and payments, employment, and health insurance.  Other topical 
areas that are asked only once a year include access to care, income, assets, satisfaction 
with providers, and children's health.  While many of the questions are asked about the 
entire reporting unit (RU), which is typically a family, only one person normally provides 
this information.  All sections of the current core instrument are available on the AHRQ 
website at http://meps.ahrq.gov/mepsweb/survey_comp/survey_questionnaires.jsp     
(Attachments 29 to 71). 

http://meps.ahrq.gov/mepsweb/survey_comp/survey_questionnaires.jsp

