
Attachment I: Teaching Pyramid Observation Tool (TPOT)

Culture of Continuous Learning Project: A Breakthrough Series Collaborative 
for Improving Child Care and Head Start Quality

The purpose of the information collection is to examine how preschool teachers and practitioners change their 
practices around social and emotional learning. The TPOT is an on-site observation tool and, at the end of the 
observation, the observer conducts a 20-minute interview with the lead teacher to understand key practices in the 
classroom. The purpose of the interview is to capture situations in which the opportunity to use a specific key practice 
did not arise throughout the course of the classroom observation. If a teacher is unavailable to complete the interview 
immediately after the observation, the observer will make arrangements to complete the interview over the phone as 
soon as possible. The Study Team will use the 20-minute interview, along with the observation, to characterize the 
social and emotional learning practices in classrooms of programs participating in the BSC implementation. 

This information is planned to be used to further the proper performance of the functions of the agency by assessing 
teaching practices that may be amenable to the types of quality improvement interventions involved with 
participation in the BSC.

Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 20 minutes per response. This 
collection of information is voluntary and all responses collected will be kept private to the extent permitted by law. 

An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless 
it displays a currently valid OMB control number. The OMB number for this information collection is 0970-XXXX and 
the expiration date is XX/XX/XXXX.



TPOT Scoresheet Interview Questions

 

Consent:
Thank you very much for participating in this observation and interview. Your participation is very important to the 
study. The purpose of this 15-20 minute interview is to learn about aspects of your teaching practice that I may not have 
had the opportunity to observe today. Teachers will receive a $25 honoraria in the form of a gift card for completing this 
observation and interview.

Participating in this interview is up to you, and you can choose to not answer a question if you wish. We will not share 
your comments with anyone outside of the research team in any way that will reveal your identity. Our report will 
describe the experiences and viewpoints expressed, but comments will not be attributed to specific individuals. No 
individuals will be quoted by name and your answers will be kept private and compiled with other respondents. No one 
will be identified by name. Participation is voluntary and refusal to participate will not affect you in any way. Thank you 
for taking the time to candidly and thoughtfully talk with us today, we greatly appreciate your help! 

Do you agree to participate in this interview? 

 Yes
 No
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