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Legislation authorizing the work of the ACF’s
Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation

Sec. 403. [42 U.S.C. 603] (a) Grants.-

(2) Healthy marriage promotion and responsible fatherhood grants.-

(iii) Healthy marriage promotion activities. - the term “healthy marriage promotion activities”
means the following:

(1) Public advertising campaigns on the value of marriage and the skills needed to increase
marital stability and health.

(Il) Education in high schools on the value of marriage, relationship skills and budgeting

(1) [7] Marriage education, marriage skills, and relationship skills programs that may
include parenting skills, financial management, conflict resolution, and job and career
advancement.

(IV) Pre-marital education and marriage skills training for engaged couples and for couples
or individual interested in marriage.

(V) Marriage enhancement and marriage skills training programs for married couples.
(VI) Divorce reduction programs that teach relationship skills.

(VIl) Marriage mentoring programs which use married couples as role models and mentors
in at-risk communities.

(VIII) Programs to reduce the disincentives to marriage in means-tested aid programs, if
offered in conjunction with any activity described in this subparagraph.

(i) Activities promoting responsible fatherhood.-In this paragraph, the term “activities promoting
responsible fatherhood” means the following:

(1) Activities to promote marriage or sustain marriage through activities such as counseling,
mentoring, disseminating information about the benefits of marriage and 2-parent
involvement for children, enhancing relationships skills, education regarding how to control
aggressive behavior, disseminating information on the causes of domestic violence and
child abuse, marriage preparation programs, premarital counseling, marital inventories,
skills-based marriage education, financial planning seminars, including improving a family’s
ability to effectively manage family business affairs by means such as education, counseling,
or mentoring on matters related to family finances, including household management,
budgeting, banking, and handling of financial transactions and home maintenance, and
divorce education and reduction programs, including mediation and counseling.
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(1) Activities to promote responsible parenting through activities such as counseling,
mentoring, and mediation, disseminating information about good parenting practices,
skilled-based parenting education, encouraging child support payments, and other
methods.

(I11) Activities to foster economic stability by helping fathers improve their economic status
by providing activities such as work first services, job search, job training, subsidized
employment, job retention, job enhancement, and encouraging education, including career-
advancing education, dissemination of employment materials, coordination with existing
employment services such as welfare-to-work programs, referrals to local employment
training initiatives, and other methods.

(IV) Activities to promote responsible fatherhood that are conducted through a contract
with a nationally recognized, nonprofit fatherhood promotion organization, such as the
development, promotion, and distribution of a media campaign to encourage the
appropriate involvement of parents in the life of any child and specifically the issue of
responsible fatherhood, and the development of a national clearinghouse to assist States
and communities in efforts to promote and support marriage and responsible fatherhood.

(D) Appropriation.-Out of any money in the Treasury of the United States not otherwise
appropriated, there are appropriated for fiscal year 2011 for expenditure in accordance with this
paragraph-

(i) $75,000,000 for awarding funds for the purpose of carrying out healthy marriage
promotion activities; and

(ii) $75,000.000 for awarding funds for the purpose of carrying out activities promoting
responsible fatherhood.

PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY EDUCATION

Sec. 513. [42 U.S.C. 713] Allotments to States.
(b) Purpose.-

(1) In general.-The purpose of an allotment under subsection (a)(1) to a State is to enable the state...
to carry out personal responsibility education programs consistent with this section.

(2) Personal responsibility education programs.-

(A) In general.-In this section, the term "personal responsibility education program" means a
program that is designed to educate adolescents on-

(i) Both abstinence and contraception for the prevention of pregnancy and sexually
transmitted infections, including HIV/AIDS, consistent with the requirements of
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subparagraph (B); and

(ii) at least 3 of the adulthood preparation subjects described in sub-
paragraph (C).

Requirements.-The requirements of this subparagraph are the following:

(i) The program replicates evidence-based effective programs or substantially incorporates
elements of effective programs that have been proven on the basis or rigorous scientific
research to change behavior, which means delaying sexual activity, increasing condom or
contraceptive use for sexually active youth, or reducing pregnancy among youth.

(ii) The program is medically-accurate and complete.

(iii) The program includes activities to educate youth who are sexually active regarding
responsible sexual behavior with respect to both abstinence and the use of contraception.

(iv) The program places substantial emphasis on both abstinence and contraception for the
prevention of pregnancy among youth and sexually transmitted infections.

(v) The program provides age-appropriate information and activities.
(vi) The information and activities carried out under the program are provided in the cultural
context that is most appropriate for individuals in the particular population group to which

they are directed.

Adulthood preparation subjects.-The adulthood preparation subjects described in this
subparagraph are the following:

(i) Healthy relationships, Including marriage and family interactions.

(ii) Adolescent development, such as the development of healthy attitudes and values about
adolescent growth and development, body image, racial and ethnic diversity, and other
related subjects.

(iii) Financial literacy

(iv) Parent-child communication

(v) Educational and career success, such as developing skills for employment preparation, job
seeking, independent living, financial self-sufficiency, and workplace productivity.

(vi) Healthy life skills, such as goal-setting, decision making, negotiation, communication and
interpersonal skills, and stress management.
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(c) Reservations of Funds-

(1) Grants to implement innovative strategies.-From the amount appropriated under
subsection (f) for the fiscal year, the Secretary shall reserve $10,000,000 of such amount
for purposes of awarding grants to entities to implement innovative youth pregnancy
prevention strategies and target services to high-risk, vulnerable, and culturally under-
represented youth populations, including youth in foster care, homeless youth, youth
with HIV/AIDS, pregnant women who are under 21 years of age and their partners,
mothers who are under 21 years of age and their partners, and youth residing in areas
with high birth rates for youth. An entity awarded a grant under this paragraph shall
agree to participate in a rigorous Federal evaluation of the activities carried out with grant
funds.

(c) Secretarial responsibilities.-

(1)Program support.-The Secretary shall provide, directly or through a competitive grant
process, research, training and technical assistance, including dissemination of research and
information regarding effective and promising practices, providing consultation and resources
on a broad array of teen pregnancy prevention strategies, including abstinence and
contraception, and developing resources and materials to support the activities of recipients
of grants and other State, tribal, and community organizations working to reduce teen
pregnancy. In carrying out such functions, the Secretary shall collaborate with a variety of
entities that have expertise in the prevention of teen pregnancy, HIV and sexually transmitted
infections, healthy relationships, financial literacy, and other topics addressed through the
personal responsibility education programs.

(iii) Evaluation.-The Secretary shall evaluate the programs and activities carried out with
funds made available through allotments or grants under this section.

(d) Administration.-

(1) In general.-The Secretary shall administer this section through the Assistant Secretary for
the Administration for Children and Families within the Department of Health and Human
Services.

(e) Definitions.-In this section.-

(f) Appropriation.-For the purpose of carrying out this section, there is appropriated, out any
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, $75,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2010
through 2014. Amounts appropriated under this subsection shall remain available until
expended.



