
RECLAMATION FEE 
[30 U.S.C. 1232]

SEC.  402.  (a) All operators of coal mining operations subject to the provisions of this 
Act shall pay to the Secretary of the Interior, for deposit in the fund, a reclamation fee of 35 cents per 
ton of coal produced by surface coal mining and 15 cents per ton of coal produced by underground 
mining or 10 per centum of the value of the coal at the mine, as determined by the Secretary, whichever 
is less, except that the reclamation fee for lignite coal shall be at a rate of 2 per centum of the value of 
the coal at the mine, or 10 cents per ton, whichever is less. 

(b) Such fee shall be paid no later than thirty days after the end of each calendar quarter 
beginning with the first calendar quarter occurring after the date of enactment of this Act, and ending 
September 30, 2004, after which time the fee shall be established at a rate to continue to provide for the 
deposit referred to in subsection (h).
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Note:  Subsection 402(b) amended November 5, 1990 and October 24, 1992.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(c) Together with such reclamation fee, all operators of coal mine operations shall submit a 
statement of the amount of coal produced during the calendar quarter, the method of coal removal and 
the type of coal, the accuracy of which shall be sworn to by the operator and notarized.  Such statement 
shall include an identification of the permittee of the surface coal mining operation, any operator in 
addition to the permittee, the owner of the coal, the preparation plant, tipple, or loading point for the 
coal, and the person purchasing the coal from the operator. The report shall also specify the number of 
the permit required under section 506 and the mine safety and health identification number. Each 
quarterly report shall contain a notification of any changes in the information required by this subsection 
since the date of the preceding quarterly report. The information contained in the quarterly reports under 
this subsection shall be maintained by the Secretary in a computerized database.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Note:  Subsection 402(c) amended November 5, 1990. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(d)(1) Any person, corporate officer, agent or director, on behalf of a coal mine operator, who 
knowingly makes any false statement, representation or certification, or knowingly fails to make any 
statement, representation or certification required in this section shall, upon conviction, be punished by a 
fine of not more than $10,000, or by imprisonment for not more than one year, or both. 

   (2) The Secretary shall conduct such audits of coal production and the payment of fees under 
this title as may be necessary to ensure full compliance with the provisions of this title. For purposes of 
performing such audits the Secretary (or any duly designated officer, employee, or representative of the 
Secretary) shall, at the reasonable times, upon request, have access to, and may copy, all books, papers, 
and other documents of any person subject to the provisions of this title. The Secretary may at any time 
conduct audits of any surface coal mining and reclamation operation, including without limitation, 
tipples and preparation plants, as may be necessary in the judgment of the Secretary to ensure full and 
complete payment of the fees under this title.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Note:  Subsection 402(d)(2) amended November 5, 1990. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



(e) Any portion of the reclamation fee not properly or promptly paid pursuant to this section shall 
be recoverable, with statutory interest, from coal mine operators, in any court of competent jurisdiction 
in any action at law to compel payment of debts. 

(f) All Federal and State agencies shall fully cooperate with the Secretary of the Interior in the 
enforcement of this section.  Whenever the Secretary believes that any person has not paid the full 
amount of the fee payable under subsection (a) the Secretary shall notify the Federal agency responsible 
for ensuring compliance with the provisions of section 4121 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Note:  Subsection 402(f) amended November 5, 1990. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(g) (1) Except as provided in subsection (h), moneys deposited into the fund shall be allocated by 
the Secretary to accomplish the purposes of this title as follows:

(A) 50 percent of the reclamation fees collected annually in any State (other than fees 
collected with respect to Indian lands) shall be allocated annually by the Secretary to the State, subject 
to such State having each of the following: 
        (i) An approved abandoned mine reclamation program pursuant to section 405.
        (ii) Lands and waters which are eligible pursuant to section 404 (in the case of a State 
not certified under section 411(a)) or pursuant to section 411(b) (in the case of a State certified under 
section 411(a)). 

(B) 50 percent of the reclamation fees collected annually with respect to Indian lands 
shall be allocated annually by the Secretary to the Indian tribe having jurisdiction over such lands, 
subject to such tribe having each of the following:

(i) an approved abandoned mine reclamation program pursuant to section 405. 
(ii) Lands and waters which are eligible pursuant to section 404 (in the case of an 

Indian tribe not certified under section 411(a)) or pursuant to section 411(b) (in the case of a tribe 
certified under section 411(a)).

(C) The funds allocated by the Secretary under this paragraph to States and Indian tribes 
shall only be used for annual reclamation project construction and program administration grants. 

(D) To the extent not expended within 3 years after the date of any grant award under this 
paragraph, such grant shall be available for expenditure by the Secretary in any area under paragraph 
(2), (3), (4), or (5). 
  (2) 20 percent of the amounts available in the fund in any fiscal year which are not allocated 
under paragraph (1) in that fiscal year (including that interest accruing as provided in section 401(e) and 
including funds available for reallocation pursuant to paragraph (1)(D)), shall be allocated to the 
Secretary only for the purpose of making the annual transfer to the Secretary of Agriculture under 
section 401(c)(2).

(3) Amounts available in the fund which are not allocated to States and Indian tribes under 
paragraph (1) or allocated under paragraphs (2) and (5) are authorized to be expended by the Secretary 
for any of the following: 

(A) For the purpose of section 507(c), either directly or through grants to the States, 
subject to the limitation contained in section 401(c)(11). 

(B) For the purpose of section 410 (relating to emergencies).
(C) For the purpose of meeting the objectives of the fund set forth in section 403(a) for 

eligible lands and waters pursuant to section 404 in States and on Indian lands where the State or Indian 
tribe does not have an approved abandoned mine reclamation program pursuant to section 405. 

(D) For the administration of this title by the Secretary.
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(4)(A) Amounts available in the fund which are not allocated under paragraphs (1), (2), and 
(5) or expended under paragraph (3) in any fiscal year are authorized to be expended by the Secretary 
under this paragraph for the reclamation or drainage abatement of lands and waters within unreclaimed 
sites which are mined for coal or which were affected by such mining, wastebanks, coal processing or 
other coal mining processes and left in an inadequate reclamation status. 

(B) Funds made available under this paragraph may be used for reclamation or drainage 
abatement at a site referred to in subparagraph (A) if the Secretary makes either of the following 
findings: 

(i) A finding that the surface coal mining operation occurred during the period 
beginning on August 4, 1977, and ending on or before the date on which the Secretary approved a State 
program pursuant to section 503 for a State in which the site is located, and that any funds for 
reclamation or abatement which are available pursuant to a bond or other form of financial guarantee or 
from any other source are not sufficient to provide for adequate reclamation or abatement at the site.

(ii) A finding that the surface coal mining operation occurred during the period 
beginning on August 4, 1977, and ending on or before the date of enactment of this paragraph, and that 
the surety of such mining operator became insolvent during such period, and as of the date of enactment 
of this paragraph, funds immediately available from proceedings relating to such insolvency, or from 
any financial guarantee or other source are not sufficient to provide for adequate reclamation or 
abatement at the site.

(C) In determining which sites to reclaim pursuant to this paragraph, the Secretary shall 
follow the priorities stated in paragraphs (1) and (2) of section 403(a). The Secretary shall ensure that 
priority is given to those sites which are in the immediate vicinity of a residential area or which have an 
adverse economic impact upon a local community. 

(D) Amounts collected from the assessment of civil penalties under section 518 are 
authorized to be appropriated to carry out this paragraph.

(E) Any State may expend grants made available under paragraphs (1) and (5) for 
reclamation and abatement of any site referred to in subparagraph (A) if the State, with the concurrence 
of the Secretary, makes either of the findings referred to in clause (i) or (ii) of subparagraph (B) and if 
the State determines that the reclamation priority of the site is the same or more urgent than the 
reclamation priority for eligible lands and waters pursuant to section 404 under the priorities stated in 
paragraphs (1) and (2) of section 403(a).

(F) For the purposes of the certification referred to in section 411(a), sites referred to in 
subparagraph (A) of this paragraph shall be considered as having the same priorities as those stated in 
section 403(a) for eligible lands and waters pursuant to section 404. All sites referred to in subparagraph 
(A) of this paragraph within any State shall be reclaimed prior to such State making the certification 
referred to in section 411(a). 
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