
Supporting Statement A for 
Paperwork Reduction Act Submission

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife, Experimental Populations
50 CFR 17.84 

OMB Control Number 1018-0095

Terms of Clearance:  None. 

1. Explain the circumstances that make the collection of information necessary.  Identify 
any legal or administrative requirements that necessitate the collection. 

Individuals of designated experimental populations for species listed as threatened or 
endangered under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) are 
categorically protected.  Documentation of human-related mortalities, recovery of dead 
specimens, animal husbandry actions necessary to manage the population, and other types of 
take related to the status of experimental populations is important for monitoring the success of 
reintroduction efforts and recovery efforts in general.  To minimize potential conflict with humans 
that could undermine recovery efforts, livestock depredations connected with experimental 
populations of listed species require prompt attention for purposes of determining the location, 
timing, and nature of the predatory behavior involved, accurate determination of the species 
responsible for a livestock kill, and the timely application of necessary control measures.  We 
collect information in nonform format.  The information collection requirements are in 50 CFR 
17.84.

2. Indicate how, by whom, and for what purpose the information is to be used.  Except 
for a new collection, indicate the actual use the agency has made of the information 
received from the current collection.  Be specific.  If this collection is a form or a 
questionnaire, every question needs to be justified. 

Experimental populations established under section 10(j) of the ESA, as amended, require 
information collection and reporting to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service, we).  We 
collect information on the experimental populations listed in 50 CFR 17.84 to help further the 
recovery of the species and to assess the success of the reintroduced populations.  The 
respondents notify us when an incident occurs, so there is no set frequency for collecting the 
information.  We use the information to:

 Document the locations of reintroduced animals.
 Determine causes of mortality and conflict with human activities so that Service 

managers can minimize conflicts with people.
 Improve management techniques for reintroduction. 

The information helps us assess the effectiveness of control activities and develop means to 
reduce problems with livestock for those species where depredation is a problem.  Service 
recovery specialists use the information to determine the success of reintroductions in relation 
to established recovery plan goals for the threatened and endangered species involved.

Other Federal agencies provide us with the vast majority of the information on experimental 
populations under cooperative agreements for the conduct of the recovery programs.  However, 
the public also provides some information to us.  Reporting parties include, but are not limited 
to, individuals or households, businesses, farms, nonprofit organizations, and State/local/tribal 
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governments.  We collect the information by means of telephone calls or facsimiles from the 
public to Service offices specified in the individual regulations.  Standard information collected 
includes:

 Name, address, and phone number of reporting party.
 Species involved.
 Type of incident.
 Take (quantity).
 Location and time of reported incident.
 Description of the circumstances related to the incident. 

Some of these contacts are necessary follow-up reports under rules where we have authorized 
harassment or lethal take of experimental animals (e.g., livestock depredation or in defense of 
human life).  We collect information in three categories:

 General take or removal.  This type of information relates to human-related mortality 
including unintentional taking incidental to otherwise lawful activities (e.g. highway 
mortalities), animal husbandry actions authorized to manage the populations (e.g., 
translocation or providing aid to sick, injured, or orphaned individuals), take in defense of 
human life, take related to defense of property (if authorized), or take in the form of 
authorized harassment. 

 Depredation-related take.  This type of reporting involves take for management purposes 
where livestock depredation is documented, and may include authorized harassment or 
authorized lethal take of experimental animals in the act of attacking livestock. 

 Recovery or reporting of dead individuals and specimen collection from experimental 
populations.  This type of information is for the purpose of documenting incidental or 
authorized scientific collection.  Most of the contacts with the public deal primarily with 
the reporting of sightings of experimental population animals, or the inadvertent 
discovery of an injured or dead individual. 

There are no forms associated with this information collection. 

3. Describe whether, and to what extent, the collection of information involves the use 
of automated, electronic, mechanical, or other technological collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology, e.g., permitting electronic submission of 
responses, and the basis for the decision for adopting this means of collection.  Also 
describe any consideration of using information technology to reduce burden and 
specifically how this collection meets GPEA requirements.

Each reported incident is unique and those individuals responding generally are able to 
communicate details verbally via telephone, facsimile, or in writing.  Due to limitations in funding 
and staff time, we do not have any plans to create a system for electronic submission of 
reported incidents, or to make the information available to the public over the internet, which 
might actually take longer to use than a simple telephone call for most responders.
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4. Describe efforts to identify duplication.  Show specifically why any similar 
information already available cannot be used or modified for use for the purposes 
described in Item 2 above. 

Requested information is not available from any other source.  We work with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture/APHIS Division of Wildlife Damage Management, and other Federal 
agencies as necessary, when investigating or confirming information received regarding any of 
the experimental populations.  There is some potential for duplication if someone contacts both 
the Service and another agency regarding an experimental animal, but generally there is 
sufficient information available to the public through interagency outreach efforts to make 
reporting well known.  We work closely with cooperating agencies to minimize any duplication in 
reporting. 

5. If the collection of information impacts small businesses or other small entities, 
describe any methods used to minimize burden.

This collection will not have a significant impact on small entities.  There are no required forms 
or formats for the information we collect.  We collect only the minimum information necessary to 
describe the reported incident.

6. Describe the consequence to Federal program or policy activities if the collection is 
not conducted or is conducted less frequently, as well as any technical or legal obstacles 
to reducing burden.

The current frequency and extent of information collection are necessary to collect sick, injured, 
or dead individuals where appropriate in order to aid sick or injured individuals or determine the 
cause of death and assess health of the individual and the status of the experimental 
populations that have been introduced to suitable habitat as part of the species’ recovery goals. 
The consequence of not collecting the information or reduced information collection would result 
in our inability to address the individuals’ needs and/or measure the implementation of these 
particular recovery goals.  There is no information already available that can be used in lieu of 
that supplied by the respondent.

7. Explain any special circumstances that would cause an information collection to be 
conducted in a manner:

* requiring respondents to report information to the agency more often than 
quarterly;

* requiring respondents to prepare a written response to a collection of information 
in fewer than 30 days after receipt of it;

* requiring respondents to submit more than an original and two copies of any 
document;

* requiring respondents to retain records, other than health, medical, government 
contract, grant-in-aid, or tax records, for more than three years;

* in connection with a statistical survey that is not designed to produce valid and 
reliable results that can be generalized to the universe of study;

* requiring the use of a statistical data classification that has not been reviewed and 
approved by OMB;

* that includes a pledge of confidentiality that is not supported by authority 
established in statute or regulation, that is not supported by disclosure and data 
security policies that are consistent with the pledge, or which unnecessarily 
impedes sharing of data with other agencies for compatible confidential use; or

* requiring respondents to submit proprietary trade secrets, or other confidential 
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information, unless the agency can demonstrate that it has instituted procedures 
to protect the information's confidentiality to the extent permitted by law.

We rely on prompt public reporting on the location of sick, injured, or orphaned individuals in 
order to implement the necessary animal husbandry and specimen collection activities.  In 
cooperation with the USDA/APHIS Division of Wildlife Damage Management, or other 
cooperating Federal agencies, we rely on prompt public reporting of depredation in order to 
resolve livestock-related problems.  Therefore, a time sensitive requirement for reporting 
problems (generally within 24 hours) to the appropriate Service office is necessary. 

8. If applicable, provide a copy and identify the date and page number of publication in 
the Federal Register of the agency's notice, required by 5 CFR 1320.8(d), soliciting 
comments on the information collection prior to submission to OMB.  Summarize public 
comments received in response to that notice and in response to the PRA statement 
associated with the collection over the past three years, and describe actions taken by 
the agency in response to these comments.  Specifically address comments received on 
cost and hour burden.

Describe efforts to consult with persons outside the agency to obtain their views on the 
availability of data, frequency of collection, the clarity of instructions and recordkeeping, 
disclosure, or reporting format (if any), and on the data elements to be recorded, 
disclosed, or reported.

Consultation with representatives of those from whom information is to be obtained or 
those who must compile records should occur at least once every three years — even if 
the collection of information activity is the same as in prior periods.  There may be 
circumstances that may preclude consultation in a specific situation.  These 
circumstances should be explained.

On May 31, 2017, we published in the Federal Register (82 FR 24989) a Notice of our intent 
to request that OMB approve this information collection.  In that notice, we solicited comments 
for sixty (60) days, ending on July 31, 2017.  We received one comment in response to that 
Notice, however, it was a general comment that did not address the information collection.

In addition to the Federal Register Notice, we consulted with the nine (9) individuals identified in 
Table 8.1 who familiar with this collection of information in order to validate our time burden 
estimate and asked for comments on the questions below: 

Table 8.1
Organization Title

Tennessee Aquarium Conservation Institute Science Program Manager
Virginia Dept of Game and Inland Fisheries Staff
Alabama Dept of Conservation and Natural Resources Supervisor
Arizona Game and Fish AZ Game & Fish Wildlife Specialist
State of Utah Staff
Phoenix Zoo Collection Manager
Wyoming Game and Fish Department Nongame Biologist

Arizona Game and Fish Department Mexican wolf interagency field team leader
Oregon State University
Native Fish Investigations Program

Program Manager – Native Fish 
Investigations Program

The questions that we asked follow:
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“Whether or not the collection of information is necessary, including whether or not the 
information will have practical utility; whether there are any questions they felt were 
unnecessary”

“The accuracy of our estimate of the burden for this collection of information”

“Ways to enhance the quality, utility, and clarity of the information to be collected”

“Ways to minimize the burden of the collection of information on respondents”

A synopsis of the comments we received include:

1.  Your estimates seem reasonable to me.
2.  I have no comments (3 respondents).
3.  The collection of information described seems to be valuable and of practical utility.
4.  I would estimate it would take to fill out 15-20 minutes to fill out each form
5.  I do not have any suggestions at this time.

Based on our experience administering this collection, we believe our estimates accurately 
represent a good average of the burden associated with this collection.  As such, we did not 
make any changes to our estimates based on this feedback.

We sent an email to individuals between June 1, 2017 and June 13, 2017.  We sent follow-up 
emails on August 1, 2017.  Despite multiple attempts to follow-up via email, we were unable to 
solicit feedback from 3 of the individuals contacted.

 9. Explain any decision]n to provide any payment or gift to respondents, other than 
remuneration of contractors or grantees.

We do not provide payments or gifts to respondents.

10. Describe any assurance of confidentiality provided to respondents and the basis for 
the assurance in statute, regulation, or agency policy.

We do not provide any assurances of confidentiality; however, the Department of the Interior is 
required under Section 208 of the E-Government Act of 2002 (Public Law 107-347, 44 U.S.C. 
Chapter 36) to conduct a Privacy Impact Assessment (PIA) before developing or initiating new 
information collections that use information technology that collects, maintains, or disseminates 
personally identifiable information (PII).  After reviewing the PIA submitted for the experimental 
population data collection, the Service Privacy Act Officer determined that a Systems of 
Records Notice is not required for this collection.  The collection is not considered to be a 
Privacy Act system of records because it is not keyed to individuals, as well as given the limited 
nature of the PII collected and its limited use in the conduct of program operations (copy of PIA 
attached in ROCIS).  The information collected is protected in accordance with the Privacy Act 
of 1974 and the Freedom of Information Act.  We collect the name, address, and phone number 
of the reporting party in order to have this information in case we have follow-up questions 
regarding the reports of species covered in 50 CFR 17.84. 

11. Provide additional justification for any questions of a sensitive nature, such as 
sexual behavior and attitudes, religious beliefs, and other matters that are commonly 
considered private.  This justification should include the reasons why the agency 
considers the questions necessary, the specific uses to be made of the information, the 
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explanation to be given to persons from whom the information is requested, and any 
steps to be taken to obtain their consent. 

We do not ask questions of a sensitive nature.

12. Provide estimates of the hour burden of the collection of information.  The statement 
should:

* Indicate the number of respondents, frequency of response, annual hour burden, 
and an explanation of how the burden was estimated.  Unless directed to do so, 
agencies should not conduct special surveys to obtain information on which to 
base hour burden estimates.  Consultation with a sample (fewer than 10) of 
potential respondents is desirable.  If the hour burden on respondents is expected 
to vary widely because of differences in activity, size, or complexity, show the 
range of estimated hour burden, and explain the reasons for the variance.  
Generally, estimates should not include burden hours for customary and usual 
business practices.

* If this request for approval covers more than one form, provide separate hour 
burden estimates for each form and aggregate the hour burdens.

* Provide estimates of annualized cost to respondents for the hour burdens for 
collections of information, identifying and using appropriate wage rate categories. 
The cost of contracting out or paying outside parties for information collection 
activities should not be included here. 

We estimate that there will be approximately 105 respondents annually for the notifications 
included in this ICR.  We anticipate receiving approximately 105 responses annually, totaling 55 
annual burden hours (rounded).  The completion time for each information collection varies, but 
the average completion time is 30 minutes. 

We estimate the total dollar value of the annual burden hours for this collection to be $4,220 
(rounded).  We used the Bureau of Labor Statistics news release USDL-17-0770, June 9, 2017, 
Employer Costs for Employee Compensation—March 2017, to calculate the total annual 
burden. 

 Individuals.  Table 1 lists the hourly rate for all workers $35.28, including benefits.
 Private Sector.  Table 5 lists the hourly rate for all workers as $33.11, including benefits.
 Government.  Table 3 lists the hourly rate for all workers as $48.24, including benefits. 

Requirement

Annual 
Number of 

Respondents

Total 
Annual 

Responses

Completion 
Time per 

Response

Total 
Annual 
Burden 
Hours*

Hourly 
Labor 

Costs (Incl. 
Benefits)

Total Dollar 
Value of 

Burden Hours
Notification - General Take or Removal
     Individuals 12 12 .5 6 $35.28 $  211.68
     Private Sector 7 7 .5 4 33.11 132.44
     Government 29 29 .5 15 48.24 723.60
Notification - Depredation-Related Take
     Individuals 25 25 .5 13 35.28 458.64
     Private Sector 2 2 .5 1 33.11 33.11
     Government 9 9 .5 45 48.24 2,170.80
Notification - Specimen Collection
     Individuals 3 3 .5 2 35.28 70.56
     Private Sector 2 2 .5 1 33.11 33.11
     Government 16 16 .5 8 48.24 385.92
Total 105 105 55 $ 4,219.86

*Rounded
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13. Provide an estimate of the total annual non-hour cost burden to respondents or 
recordkeepers resulting from the collection of information.  (Do not include the cost of 
any hour burden already reflected in item 12.)

* The cost estimate should be split into two components: (a) a total capital and 
start-up cost component (annualized over its expected useful life) and (b) a total 
operation and maintenance and purchase of services component.  The estimates 
should take into account costs associated with generating, maintaining, and 
disclosing or providing the information (including filing fees paid for form 
processing).  Include descriptions of methods used to estimate major cost factors 
including system and technology acquisition, expected useful life of capital 
equipment, the discount rate(s), and the time period over which costs will be 
incurred.  Capital and start-up costs include, among other items, preparations for 
collecting information such as purchasing computers and software; monitoring, 
sampling, drilling and testing equipment; and record storage facilities.

* If cost estimates are expected to vary widely, agencies should present ranges of 
cost burdens and explain the reasons for the variance.  The cost of purchasing or 
contracting out information collection services should be a part of this cost 
burden estimate.  In developing cost burden estimates, agencies may consult with 
a sample of respondents (fewer than 10), utilize the 60-day pre-OMB submission 
public comment process and use existing economic or regulatory impact analysis 
associated with the rulemaking containing the information collection, as 
appropriate.

* Generally, estimates should not include purchases of equipment or services, or 
portions thereof, made: (1) prior to October 1, 1995, (2) to achieve regulatory 
compliance with requirements not associated with the information collection, (3) 
for reasons other than to provide information or keep records for the government, 
or (4) as part of customary and usual business or private practices. 

The only foreseeable nonhour burden cost to respondents would be a small cost for making a 
telephone call or sending a facsimile.  1However, we do not expect that this would occur often 
and any costs would be negligible. 

14. Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.  Also, provide a 
description of the method used to estimate cost, which should include quantification of 
hours, operational expenses (such as equipment, overhead, printing, and support staff), 
and any other expense that would not have been incurred without this collection of 
information. 

We estimate that the total cost to the Federal Government for receiving and processing the 
notifications as a result of this collection of information is $6,061 (rounded).  We multiplied the 
hourly weighted salary rate ($57.72) x total hours for Federal Government review (105) which 
results in an estimated cost to the Federal Government of $6,060.70. 

These costs are primarily for staff time to receive the notifications via phone calls or facsimiles, 
and to process the information contained in the notification.  For each telephone call, we will 
write up a record of the telephone conversation.  We will then process the information received 
in the facsimile or telephone call, and analyze the information to determine whether or not it has 
any significant impact on the affected experimental population. 

Depending upon their geographic location, some employees are paid under a Federal salary 
table that includes locality pay.  We used the Office of Personnel Management’s Salary Table 
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2017-DCB as an average wage rate for employees Nationwide.  To calculate benefits, we 
multiplied the hourly rate by 1.59 in accordance with the Bureau of Labor Statistics news 
release USDL-17-0321, March 17, 2017, Employer Costs for Employee Compensation—
December 2016.  The time required for Federal Government employees to process and analyze 
the information contained in the notification will vary, but we estimate it will take an average of 1 
hour per response. 

Position/Grade
Hourly 
Rate

Hourly Rate, Incl. 
Benefits (x 1.59)

Time Spent 
on Collection

Weighted 
Average

Clerical - GS-07/05 $ 24.41 $ 38.31 5% $  1.94

Professional/technical - GS-11/05 36.12 57.43 90% 51.69

Management – GS-13/05 51.48 81.85 5% 4.09

Weighted Average ($/hr) $  57.72

15. Explain the reasons for any program changes or adjustments in hour or cost burden.

We are not reporting any program changes or adjustments in hour or cost burden.

16. For collections of information whose results will be published, outline plans for 
tabulation and publication.  Address any complex analytical techniques that will be used. 
Provide the time schedule for the entire project, including beginning and ending dates of 
the collection of information, completion of report, publication dates, and other actions.  

1The information is only for internal tracking and use.  No publication of information is 
anticipated.

17. If seeking approval to not display the expiration date for OMB approval of the 
information collection, explain the reasons that display would be inappropriate.

This is a regulatory requirement.  We will display the OMB Control Number and expiration date 
on appropriate documents.

18.  Explain each exception to the topics of the certification statement identified in 
"Certification for Paperwork Reduction Act Submissions." 

There are no exceptions to the certification statement.
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