
Respondent Messages

Section 1: Official Census Bureau Business  Each respondent will be shown 5 at random and asked “In 
your own words, what is this message telling you?”

1. We make sure that the only people who can see your responses are those who need them to 
perform official Census Bureau duties.

2. Only people working on official Census Bureau business can access your survey response.

3. Only a restricted number of authorized people have access to private information, and that access 
is granted only to conduct our work and for no other purposes.

4. The Census Bureau will: 
a. Never share your responses with anyone who is not legally obligated to protect it
b. Never use your responses for anything other than statistical research
c. Never release your responses in any way that could identify you as an individual

5. By law, your information is confidential and can not be seen by anyone other than:
a. the Census Bureau employees who collect and process it,
b. the statisticians who tabulate it, and
c. specially authorized statistical researchers.

6. Your data are confidential, by law, and the people who see your responses are bound by law to 
protect them.

7. We are required by law to protect your information.
8. By law, the Census Bureau cannot share your data with law enforcement or allow it to be used for 

anything other than statistical purposes. 
9. By law, we only allow access to data to conduct research that would help carry out the Census 

Bureau’s mission and benefit the public good. 
10. By law, the only people who can see your responses are authorized researchers for approved 

statistical uses. 
11. Your answers can only be used for statistical research. They cannot be used for any other 

purpose.
12. Your information is protected by law. It can only be used to produce statistics. It can never be 

used against you.
13. Experts review all statistical results before they are released to make sure there is no information 

that could identify an individual
14. The information we collect can only be used for statistical research.
15. The Census Bureau will only use your responses for statistical research. Responses can never be 

used to determine whether a person is eligible for a social program or a government benefit.
16. We will never share your information with law enforcement or allow it to be used to determine 

your eligibility for government benefits.
17. Very few authorized individuals actually see your name or other personal information that could 

identify you.  Most of the time, personal information that could identify you is removed from the 
file that contains your survey or census answers. 

18. Very few authorized people actually see names, addresses or other identifying information. Most 
of the time, personal information that could identify a person is removed from the file that 
contains the survey or census answers. 
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19. Under tightly controlled circumstances, we sometimes share responses with other federal 
agencies to further the Census Bureau’s work.  Those agencies must follow the same laws as the 
Census Bureau to protect your personal information.

20. Sometimes, we give a limited number of employees at other federal agencies access to your data 
under tightly controlled circumstances.  Even in these cases the data can only be used to produce 
statistics.

Section 2: PRA Required Language Each respondent sees one message from each section and asked “In 
your own words, what is this message telling you?”

Mandatory

 You are required by law to respond to the census.
 The census is required by law (Title 13 U.S. Code Sections 141 and 193).
 Collection of the information is Mandatory and is collected under Title 13 U.S. Code Sections 

141 and 193.

Confidential

 The Census Bureau is required by U.S. law to keep your answers confidential.  This means that 
the Census Bureau cannot give out information that identifies you or your household.

 The Census Bureau is required by U.S. law to keep your answers confidential. Your answers will 
only be used for statistical purposes, and no other purpose.

 The Census Bureau is required by U.S. law (Title 13, Section 193) to keep your answers 
confidential.

Burden

 Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 12 minutes, 
including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and 
maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.

 We estimate that completing the census will take  12 minutes on average.

PRA language

 This data collection is approved under OMB No. 0607-0978 and the approval expires 04/30/17. If 
a valid OMB Control Number does not appear on the following collection, this form is not 
authorized for collection.

 A federal agency may not conduct or sponsor, nor shall a person be subject to a penalty for failure 
to comply with a collection of information subject to the requirements of the Paperwork 
Reduction Act unless that collection of information displays a current valid OMB Control 
Number.
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 You are not required to respond to this collection of information if it does not display a valid 
approval number from the Office of Management and Budget (OMB). The OMB Control Number 
for this information collection is 0607-XXXX and is located in the upper right hand corner of this 
form.

 This collection has been approved by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB).  The eight-
digit OMB approval number that appears at the upper right of the form or login screen confirms 
this approval.  If this number were not displayed we could not conduct this survey.

Demographics

Are you male or female?
 Male
 Female

What is your age?
 Less the 18 years old
 18-24
 25-34
 35-44
 45-54
 55-64
 65 -74
 75 or older

Are you of Hispanic or Latino origin?
 Yes
 No

What is your race? You may select one or more.
 White
 Black or African American
 American Indian or Alaska Native
 Asian
 Native Hawaiian or other Pacific Islander

What is your highest level of education?
 Less than high school diploma or GED
 High school diploma or GED
 Some college
 College graduate or professional degree
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