
Collections Assessment for Preservation (CAP) Program

With funding from IMLS, FAIC is beginning the process to hire two CAP staff members and create the 
CAP Steering Committee. New forms and procedures will be developed in the coming months in 
consultation with IMLS, and assessments will begin in 2017. Program updates will be provided regularly.

https://www.imls.gov/grants/available/collections-assessment-preservation-program-cap

Deadline: T.B.D.

Application: The next CAP application deadline will be announced soon.

Program Overview:

The Collections Assessment for Preservation Program (CAP) is supported through a cooperative 
agreement between the Institute of Museum and Library Services and the Foundation of the American 
Institute for Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works, Inc. (FAIC).

The Collections Assessment for Preservation Program will build upon the former CAP program 
(Conservation Assessment Program) that was funded by IMLS and administered by Heritage 
Preservation for 24 years, until Heritage Preservation ceased operations in 2015. The new program will 
continue to support collections assessments for small and medium-sized museums throughout the 
nation.

FAIC is currently developing the systems and infrastructure needed to run the program, and plans to 
announce the first call for applications from museums to participate in the program in the fall of 2016 
with an early 2017 deadline. Detailed information will be posted here in the coming months.
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Washington, DC—The Institute of Museum and Library Services and the Foundation of the American 
Institute for Conservation of Historic and Artistic Works (FAIC) today announced a new program to 
provide museums with collections conservation assessments.

The Collections Assessment for Preservation (CAP) program will build upon the former CAP program 
(Conservation Assessment Program) that was funded by IMLS and administered by Heritage 
Preservation for 24 years, until Heritage Preservation ceased operations in 2015.  The new program will 
continue to support collections assessments for small and medium-sized museums throughout the 
nation.

“Many museums need help understanding the condition of their collections and how to properly 
prioritize their conservation activities,” said IMLS Director Dr. Kathryn K. Matthew. “We are delighted to 
be working with FAIC. The new CAP program is much improved and is designed to give museums the 
tools they need to build strong and lasting in-house collections care and preservation programs.”

“We are honored to be working with IMLS to build on the success of such a valued program,” stated 
FAIC Executive Director Eryl P. Wentworth.  “The new CAP—Collections Assessment for Preservation—
program will be a collaborative effort to provide support and expertise to the staff of collecting 
institutions, helping them create and implement sustainable programs for the best possible care of their 
collections.  We are excited to begin!”

The three year partnership will match professional conservators with participating museums to conduct 
assessments of their collections and will encourage the inclusion of building assessments, regardless of 
the age of the structures. Other key components to this new CAP program will include linking museums 
to training and other resources as needed; incorporating a structured follow-up session with museums 
and assessors; and improving training for and review of assessors.

In the first year of the program, FAIC will focus on development of the systems and infrastructure 
needed to run the program, such as museum and assessor application and evaluation materials; staff to 
manage the grant program; the creation of a roster of qualified assessors; and promotion of the 
program. FAIC plans to announce the first call for applications from museums to participate in the 
program in fall of 2016 with an early 2017 deadline.  Detailed information will be available at 
http://www.conservation-us.org/ and https://www.imls.gov/.
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