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B. COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION EMPLOYING STATISTICAL 
METHODS

B.1 Describe the potential respondent universe and any sampling or other 
respondent selection to be used.

The FARS respondents are employees of State agencies. The FARS program 
is a census of all fatal traffic crashes from the 50 States, the District of 
Columbia and Puerto Rico. To be included in FARS, a crash must involve a 
motor vehicle traveling on a trafficway customarily open to the public and 
must result in the death of at least one person (occupant of a vehicle or a non-
motorist) within 30 days of the crash.  Since FARS is a census, there is no 
need to employ sampling or other methods to select respondents. 

B.2 Describe the procedures for the collection of information.

NHTSA has a cooperative agreement with an agency in each State to provide 
specific information in a standard format on fatal crashes occurring in the 
State. All FARS data on fatal motor vehicle crashes is gathered from the 
State’s own source documents. 

B.3 Describe methods to maximize response rates.

FARS is an important resource for the States, the traffic/highway safety 
community, and NHTSA. The FARS data, a census of all fatal traffic crashes 
in the U.S., helps the states and NHTSA to understand and describe the 
national and state traffic safety environment.  Acceptable response rates are 
required to receive reimbursement under the cooperative agreement which 
assist the states both technically and financially. We have not incurred any 
issues in the past nor do we anticipate any future data reporting issues from 
the States. 

B.4 Describe any tests of procedures or methods to be undertaken.

No procedures or methods will be undertaken as part of the information 
collection.  As a consequence, no tests of such procedures or methods are 
planned.

B.5 Provide the name and telephone number of individuals consulted on statistical 
aspects of the design.

This collection of information does not employ statistical methods.  As a 
consequence, no one has been consulted on these.


