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Sec. 5124. - Records 

(a) Receipts 

Every retail dealer in liquors and every retail dealer in beer shall provide and 
keep in his place of business a record in book form of all distilled spirits, wines, and 
beer received, showing the quantity thereof and from whom and the dates received, 
or shall keep all invoices of, and bills for, all distilled spirits, wines, and beer received. 

(b) Dispositions 

When he deems it necessary for law enforcement purposes or the protection of 
the revenue, the Secretary may by regulations require retail dealers in liquors and 
retail dealers in beer to keep records of the disposition of distilled spirits, wines, or 
beer, in such form or manner and of such quantities as the Secretary may prescribe. 

(c) Cross references 

For provisions relating to the preservation and inspection of 
records, and entry of premises for inspection, see section 5146

Sec. 5146. - Preservation and inspection of records, and entry of 
premises for inspection 

(a) Preservation and inspection of records 

Any records or other documents required to be kept under this part or 
regulations issued pursuant thereto shall be preserved by the person required to 
keep such records or documents, as the Secretary may by regulations prescribe, and 
shall be kept available for inspection by any internal revenue officer during business 
hours. 

(b) Entry of premises for inspection 

The Secretary may enter during business hours the premises (including places 
of storage) of any dealer for the purpose of inspecting or examining any records or 
other documents required to be kept by such dealer under this chapter or 
regulations issued pursuant thereto and any distilled spirits, wines, or beer kept or 
stored by such dealer on such premises. 



Sec. 5555. - Records, statements, and returns 

(a) General 

Every person liable to any tax imposed by this chapter, or for the collection 
thereof, shall keep such records, render such statements, make such returns, and 
comply with such rules and regulations as the Secretary may prescribe. 

(b) Authority to waive 

Whenever in this chapter any record is required to be made or kept, or 
statement or return is required to be made by any person, the Secretary may by 
regulation waive, in whole or in part, such requirement when he deems such 
requirement to no longer serve a necessary purpose. This subsection shall not be 
construed as authorizing the waiver of the payment of any tax. 

(c) Photographic copies 

Whenever in this chapter any record is required to be made and preserved by 
any person, the Secretary may by regulations authorize such person to record, copy, 
or reproduce by any photographic, photostatic, microfilm, microcard, miniature 
photographic, or other process, which accurately reproduces or forms a durable 
medium for so reproducing the original of such record and to retain such 
reproduction in lieu of the original. Every person who is authorized to retain such 
reproduction in lieu of the original shall, under such regulations as the Secretary may 
prescribe, preserve such reproduction in conveniently accessible files and make 
provision for examining, viewing, and using such reproduction the same as if it were 
the original. Such reproduction shall be treated and considered for all purposes as 
though it were the original record and all provisions of law applicable to the original 
shall be applicable to such reproduction. Such reproduction, or enlargement or 
facsimile thereof, shall be admissible in evidence in the same manner and under the 
same conditions as provided for the admission of reproductions, enlargements, or 
facsimiles of records made in the regular course of business under section 1732(b) of 
title 28 of the United States Code
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Sec. 31.234  Requirements for retail dealers.

    (a) Records of receipt. All retail dealers shall keep at their 
place of business complete records of all distilled spirits, wines, or 
beer received showing (1) the quantities thereof, (2) from whom 
received, and (3) the receiving dates. The appropriate TTB officer may, 
pursuant to an application authorize the records to be maintained at 
another business premises under the control of the same dealer when it 
is determined that such maintenance will not cause undue inconvenience 
to appropriate TTB officers desiring to examine such records. Records 
of receipts shall consist of all purchase invoices or bills covering 
distilled spirits, wines, and beer received, or, at the option of the 
dealer, a book record containing all of the required information.
    (b) Records of sales of 20 wine gallons (75.7 liters) or more. 
Every retail dealer who makes sales of distilled spirits, of wines, or 
of beer in quantities of 20 wine gallons (75.7 liters) or more to the 
same person at the same time shall prepare and keep a record of each 
such sale, which shall show (1) the date of sale, (2) the name and 
address of the purchaser, (3) the kind and quantity of each kind of 
liquors sold, and (4) the serial numbers of all full cases of distilled 
spirits included in the sale. Each entry on such record shall be 
supported by a corresponding delivery receipt (which may be executed on 
a copy of the sales slip) signed by the purchaser or his agent.
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