ATTACHMENT A
The Organic Act of 1916
THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ORGANIC ACT OF 1916

Sess. 1. Chap. 408. An Act to Establish a National Park Service, and for other purposes.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America
in Congress assembled, That there is hereby created in the Department of the Interior a
service to be called the National Park Service, which shall be under the charge of a
director, who shall be appointed by the Secretary and who shall receive a salary of $4,500
per annum. There shall also be appointed by the Secretary the following assistants and
employees at the salaries designated: One assistant director, at $2,500 per annum, one
chief clerk, at $2,000 per annum; one draftsman, at $1,800 per annum; one messenger, at
$600 per annum; and, in addition thereto, such other employees as the Secretary of the
Interior shall deem necessary: Provided, That not more than $8,100 annually shall be
expended for salaries of experts, assistants, and employees within the District of
Columbia not herein specifically enumerated unless previously authorized by law. The
service thus established shall promote and regulate the use of the Federal areas known as
national parks, monuments, and reservations hereinafter specified by such means and
measures as conform to the fundamental purposes of the said parks, monuments, and
reservations, which purpose is to conserve the scenery and the natural and historic objects
and the wildlife therein and to provide for the enjoyment of the same in such manner and
by such means as will leave them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations.
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