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Sec. 4332. Cooperation of agencies; reports; availability of information; 
recommendations; international and national coordination of efforts
    The Congress authorizes and directs that, to the fullest extent possible: (1) the policies, 
regulations, and public laws of the United States shall be interpreted and administered in 
accordance with the policies set forth in this chapter, and (2) all agencies of the Federal 
Government shall--
        (A) utilize a systematic, interdisciplinary approach which will insure the integrated use 
of the natural and social sciences and the environmental design arts in planning and in 
decisionmaking which may have an impact on man's environment;
        (B) identify and develop methods and procedures, in consultation with the Council on 
Environmental Quality established by subchapter II of this chapter, which will insure that 
presently unquantified environmental amenities and values may be given appropriate 
consideration in decisionmaking along with economic and technical considerations;
    (C) include in every recommendation or report on proposals for legislation and other 
major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the human environment, a 
detailed statement by the responsible official on--
            (i) the environmental impact of the proposed action,
            (ii) any adverse environmental effects which cannot be avoided should the proposal 
be implemented,
            (iii) alternatives to the proposed action,
            (iv) the relationship between local short-term uses of man's environment and the 
maintenance and enhancement of long-term productivity, and
            (v) any irreversible and irretrievable commitments of resources which would be 
involved in the proposed action should it be implemented.
    Prior to making any detailed statement, the responsible Federal official shall consult with 
and obtain the comments of any Federal agency which has jurisdiction by law or special 
expertise with respect to any environmental impact involved. Copies of such statement and 
the comments and views of the appropriate Federal, State, and local agencies, which are 
authorized to develop and enforce environmental standards, shall be made available to the 
President, the Council on Environmental Quality and to the public as provided by section 
552 of title 5, and shall accompany the proposal through the existing agency review 
processes;
        (D) Any detailed statement required under subparagraph (C) after January 1, 1970, for 
any major Federal action funded under a program of grants to States shall not be deemed 
to be legally insufficient solely by reason of having been prepared by a State agency or 
official, if:
            (i) the State agency or official has statewide jurisdiction and has the responsibility for 
such action,
            (ii) the responsible Federal official furnishes guidance and participates in such 
preparation,
            (iii) the responsible Federal official independently evaluates such statement prior to 
its approval and adoption, and



            (iv) after January 1, 1976, the responsible Federal official provides early notification 
to, and solicits the views of, any other State or any Federal land management entity of any 
action 
        or any alternative thereto which may have significant impacts upon such State or 
affected Federal land management entity and, if there is any disagreement on such 
impacts, prepares a written assessment of such impacts and views for incorporation into 
such detailed statement.
    The procedures in this subparagraph shall not relieve the Federal official of his 
responsibilities for the scope, objectivity, and content of the entire statement or of any 
other responsibility under 
    this chapter; and further, this subparagraph does not affect the legal sufficiency of 
statements prepared by State agencies with less than statewide jurisdiction.\1\
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
    \1\ So in original. The period probably should be a semicolon.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------
        (E) study, develop, and describe appropriate alternatives to recommended courses of 
action in any proposal which involves unresolved conflicts concerning alternative uses of 
available     resources; 
      (F) recognize the worldwide and long-range character of environmental problems and, 
where consistent with the foreign policy of the United States, lend appropriate support to 
initiatives, 
resolutions, and programs designed to maximize international cooperation in anticipating 
and preventing a decline in the quality of mankind's world environment;
        (G) make available to States, counties, municipalities, institutions, and individuals, 
advice and information useful in restoring, maintaining, and enhancing the quality of the 
environment;
        (H) initiate and utilize ecological information in the planning and development of 
resource-oriented projects; and
        (I) assist the Council on Environmental Quality established by subchapter II of this 
chapter.

(Pub. L. 91-190, title I, Sec. 102, Jan. 1, 1970, 83 Stat. 853; Pub. L. 94-83, Aug. 9, 1975, 89 Stat. 
424.)

33 U.S.C.

Sec. 1341. Certification
(a) Compliance with applicable requirements; application; procedures; license suspension
    (1) Any applicant for a Federal license or permit to conduct any activity including, but not 
limited to, the construction or operation of facilities, which may result in any discharge into 
the navigable waters, shall provide the licensing or permitting agency a certification from 
the State in which the discharge originates or will originate, or, if appropriate, from the 
interstate water pollution control agency having jurisdiction over the navigable waters at 
the point where the discharge originates or will originate, that any such discharge will 
comply with the applicable provisions of sections 1311, 1312, 1313, 1316, and 1317 of this 



title. In the case of any such activity for which there is not an applicable effluent limitation 
or other limitation under sections 
1311(b) and 1312 of this title, and there is not an applicable standard under sections 1316 
and 1317 of this title, the State shall so certify, except that any such certification shall not be 
deemed to satisfy section 1371(c) of this title. Such State or interstate agency shall establish 
procedures for public notice in the case of all applications for certification by it and, to the 
extent it deems appropriate, procedures for public hearings in connection with specific 
applications. 
In any case where a State or interstate agency has no authority to give such a certification, 
such certification shall be from the Administrator. If the State, interstate agency, or 
Administrator, as the case may be, fails or refuses to act on a request for certification, 
within a reasonable period of time (which shall not exceed one year) after receipt of such 
request, the certification requirements of this subsection shall be waived with respect to 
such Federal application. No license or permit shall be granted until the certification 
required by this section has been obtained or has been waived as provided in the preceding 
sentence. No license or permit shall be granted if 
certification has been denied by the State, interstate agency, or the Administrator, as the 
case may be.
    (2) Upon receipt of such application and certification the licensing or permitting agency 
shall immediately notify the Administrator of such application and certification. Whenever 
such a discharge may affect, as determined by the Administrator, the quality of the waters 
of any other 
State, the Administrator within thirty days of the date of notice of application for such 
Federal license or permit shall so notify such other State, the licensing or permitting 
agency, and the applicant. If, within sixty days after receipt of such notification, such other 
State determines that such discharge will affect the quality of its waters so as to violate any 
water quality requirements in such State, and within such sixty-day period notifies the 
Administrator and the licensing or 
permitting agency in writing of its objection to the issuance of such license or permit and 
requests a public hearing on such objection, the licensing or permitting agency shall hold 
such a hearing. The Administrator shall at such hearing submit his evaluation and 
recommendations with respect to any such objection to the licensing or permitting agency. 
Such agency, based upon the recommendations of such State, the Administrator, and upon 
any additional evidence, if any, 
presented to the agency at the hearing, shall condition such license or permit in such 
manner as may be necessary to insure compliance with applicable water quality 
requirements. If the imposition of conditions cannot insure such compliance such agency 
shall not issue such license 
or permit.
    (3) The certification obtained pursuant to paragraph (1) of this subsection with respect to 
the construction of any facility shall fulfill the requirements of this subsection with respect 
to 
certification in connection with any other Federal license or permit required for the 
operation of such facility unless, after notice to the certifying State, agency, or 
Administrator, as the case may be, which shall be given by the Federal agency to whom 
application is made for such operating license or permit, the State, or if appropriate, the 
interstate agency or the Administrator, notifies such agency within sixty days after receipt 



of such notice that there is no longer reasonable assurance that there will be compliance 
with the applicable provisions of sections 1311, 1312, 1313, 1316, and 1317 of this title 
because of changes since the construction license or permit 
certification was issued in (A) the construction or operation of the facility, (B) the 
characteristics of the waters into which such discharge is made, (C) the water quality criteria 
applicable to such 
waters or (D) applicable effluent limitations or other requirements. This paragraph shall be 
inapplicable in any case where the applicant for such operating license or permit has failed 
to provide the certifying State, or, if appropriate, the interstate agency or the Administrator, 
with notice of any proposed changes in the construction or operation of the facility with 
respect to which a construction license or permit has been granted, which changes may 
result in violation of section 1311, 1312, 1313, 1316, or 1317 of this title.
    (4) Prior to the initial operation of any federally licensed or permitted facility or activity 
which may result in any discharge into the navigable waters and with respect to which a 
certification has been obtained pursuant to paragraph (1) of this subsection, which facility 
or activity is not subject to a Federal operating license or permit, the licensee or permittee 
shall provide an opportunity for such certifying State, or, if appropriate, the interstate 
agency or the Administrator to review the manner in which the facility or activity shall be 
operated or conducted for the purposes of assuring that applicable effluent limitations or 
other limitations or other applicable water quality requirements will not be violated. Upon 
notification by the certifying State, or if appropriate, the interstate agency or the 
Administrator that the operation of any such federally licensed or permitted facility or 
activity will violate applicable effluent limitations or other limitations or other water quality 
requirements such Federal agency may, after public hearing, suspend such license or 
permit. If such license or permit is suspended, it shall remain suspended until notification is 
received from the certifying State, agency, or Administrator, as the case may be, that there 
is reasonable assurance that such facility or activity will not violate the applicable provisions 
of section 1311, 1312, 1313, 1316, or 1317 of this title.
    (5) Any Federal license or permit with respect to which a certification has been obtained 
under paragraph (1) of this subsection may be suspended or revoked by the Federal agency 
issuing such license or permit upon the entering of a judgment under this chapter that such 
facility or activity has been operated in violation of the applicable provisions of section 1311, 
1312, 1313, 1316, or 1317 of this title.
    (6) Except with respect to a permit issued under section 1342 of this title, in any case 
where actual construction of a facility has been lawfully commenced prior to April 3, 1970, 
no certification shall be required under this subsection for a license or permit issued after 
April 3, 1970, to operate such facility, except that any such license or permit issued without 
certification shall terminate April 3, 1973, unless prior to such termination date the person 
having such license or permit submits to the Federal agency which issued such license or 
permit 
a certification and otherwise meets the requirements of this section.
(b) Compliance with other provisions of law setting applicable water quality requirements
    Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit the authority of any department or 
agency pursuant to any other provision of law to require compliance with any applicable 
water quality requirements. The Administrator shall, upon the request of any Federal 
department or agency, or State or interstate agency, or applicant, provide, for the purpose 



of this section, any relevant information on applicable effluent limitations, or other 
limitations, standards, regulations, or 
requirements, or water quality criteria, and shall, when requested by any such department 
or agency or State or interstate agency, or applicant, comment on any methods to comply 
with such limitations, standards, regulations, requirements, or criteria.
   (c) Authority of Secretary of the Army to permit use of spoil disposal areas by Federal 
licensees or permittees
    In order to implement the provisions of this section, the Secretary of the Army, acting 
through the Chief of Engineers, is authorized, if he deems it to be in the public interest, to 
permit the use of spoil disposal areas under his jurisdiction by Federal licensees or 
permittees, and to make an appropriate charge for such use. Moneys received from such 
licensees or permittees shall be deposited in the Treasury as miscellaneous receipts.
 (d) Limitations and monitoring requirements of certification
    Any certification provided under this section shall set forth any effluent limitations and 
other limitations, and monitoring requirements necessary to assure that any applicant for a 
Federal license or permit will comply with any applicable effluent limitations and other 
limitations, under section 1311 or 1312 of this title, standard of performance under section 
1316 of this title, or prohibition, effluent standard, or pretreatment standard under section 
1317 of this title, and 
with any other appropriate requirement of State law set forth in such certification, and shall 
become a condition on any Federal license or permit subject to the provisions of this 
section.

(June 30, 1948, ch. 758, title IV, Sec. 401, as added Pub. L. 92-500, Sec. 2, Oct. 18, 1972, 86 
Stat. 877; amended Pub. L. 95-217, Secs. 61(b), 64, Dec. 27, 1977, 91 Stat. 1598, 1599.)
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Sec.  123.3  Coordination with other programs.

    Issuance of State permits under this part may be coordinated with 
issuance of RCRA, UIC, NPDES, and 404 permits whether they are 
controlled by the State, EPA, or the Corps of Engineers. See Sec. 
124.4.

Sec. 1500.6  Agency authority.

    Each agency shall interpret the provisions of the Act as a 
supplement to its existing authority and as a mandate to view 
traditional policies and missions in the light of the Act's national 
environmental objectives. Agencies shall review their policies, 
procedures, and regulations accordingly and revise them as necessary to 
insure full compliance with the purposes and provisions of the Act. The 
phrase ``to the fullest extent possible'' in section 102 means that 
each agency of the Federal Government shall comply with that section 
unless existing law applicable to the agency's operations expressly 
prohibits or makes compliance impossible.


